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IMPORTANT

Whereas the education of the Arme-
nian youth is a necessity for the progress
of the Armenian Liberation Struggle, and
by taking into consideration that a large
number of the Armenian youth living in
the western United States is more fluent
in English than Armenian, the Haytoug
Editorial Staftf has made the conscious
and time consuming effort to translate
some of the Armenian articles into
English.

However, by also realizing the impor-
tance of the prolongation of the ex-
istence of Armenian culture in the
Diaspora, the Haytoug Editorial Staff
asks its readers to consciously take the
initiative of also reading the articles in
Armenian—even if this could require an
extra effort.

The Armenian articles are ned printed
for decorative purposes,

The Haytoug Editorial Staff would also
like to bring to the attention of its readers
that in the case of the articles printed in
two languages, the language of the larger
title, is the one which the article was
originally written in. The translations
could sometimes alter the original mean-
ing of the article, Hence, the official
views of Haytoug and/or the authors are
contained in the articles written in their
original language.
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Haytoug is published through the volunteer

efforts of AYF members. Any donations will
therefore be greatly appreciated in covering prin-
ting costs.

Donations may be made payable to AYF C.E.,
and they may be sent to the following address:
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Armenian Youth Federation
419-A W.Colorado 5t., Clendale, CA 91204
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Epp wjuop whlvepy Jp L4p LbkmkLp 1%18-p
Jbp whliwhnopbwl epbpnil, ghah wbinpenenbLelp
pt  wbl punheupewku meppbp bnwé & Bl
whlwhneghebbbnk : Wju muppapnLghLlp o=
pbp £ uhwsk) bphor Jelepauwlubpoe dpwy.-

Unwghlt hbpphlb, JojwumwlLh wulwpnLphLup

hpejwveywe Jbp dnnndnupnbh wdbbklY wnbew h
opbpkb* bnbnuky Gptp wwph dEpp:  Fppwlhwl
ybnwugely Lwaedwpnophlup dopiby 1915-hy
thppbwhwbwytu yplibky hey dnnninipnp  wepb-

Loe mwppwiwl hbp ppwencbLpkl, dnpibind  ywyl
Upwugudpundhom dbpybby bpypegniunh bpbuokl.

vwlwyb hpnpbo wibuky poysjwim  hwuwnap
BnLpphnyg Gpught Swhnnnipbel, bhey donn-
gnepnh yuiwhubpp Lejeumwbp wbiwh Jojewpwe-

pahuphl 1715-kL Gpkp mephubp obEpp, pwp nL
ubpue h dwpmbpoe hppbe wpnpubpe' sepphp  dw-
LuwwmbLEpne pwy:

Utkp wulepniphiup bupwgwencl bnewe ‘wbe
hp bwpdwwbe LYewbend* Jhwyl bLpyne  wwphe
Sumbuwwbu bL yhununpwwku hp wywp  §hdwlng,
Lo wuimelh LuwbLpwubmnLghilp hllwe hp
umbinénLdk b Epynu mwnhubn dspp, ynh
nunue_nl gtpebencphiLbbpne  wlpwpng  unb-
pnLls

LwjwumoLuh Yepfwwb. lebpestkoocphLlp, ve-
Yoy, hulwjwhel paphppobzelelt Ywphonpoo-
RhLl Lp Lephegwyuk Jby hwdwep wyuvep: WL 4p
mnaphpRwlgk Jep danndaupnh yelwlubpool wey-
pupbine  wblynib  Lwdpp' wibkbklW ndniwphb
o dwbbbk poLl wel Lnguhuly: WY ynjgy Yoo  nwy
gt UEp donndnipnh plwlwl swnwip wywonphwb
L wulwh wgpb e hpeonibphl hedwp puy  bue-
LeLh nudelwuniphil 4o umbkindt pbp  yeowlbp-
nib Jkp. nudwlwuncphiy dp, nap  Yp uink n &k

Uwpnwpwywnh, ‘Awpephihukh bL  Peo-Upwpwll
Jwpmenwanknps:
Ujuop, Lejwueeth wLiopnipbLkl 67 wnwe-

opkpp  Lp
2wn. kp 4

nhubp dbpp, Lpuwy pLLwL np  wyn

If we take a retrospective loock at our
days of independence in 1918, we will
realize that our independernce has beern
different from most in the following
aspects:

First, the independence of PArmenia
materialized during the most tragic days
of our history ——only three vyears after
the start of the Gernocide. The gernocidal
Turkish Goverrment attempted in 1915 to
deprive the Armenian People once and for
all of 1ts basic right to live by wiping
its existence off the face of the earth.
And yet, as the most obvious proof of the
failure of the Turkish dream, the sons of
the Armenian People proclaimned
independence for Armenia as a result of
the brave and heroic battles fought on
different fronts three years after 1915.

Our independence was unigue also in
that it was short-lived -—only two years.
In an economically and militarily weak
position, the Republic of Armenia fell two
years after its creation as a victim of
the immoral games of the superpowers,

This short-lived Republic, however,
presents a great symbolic importance for
us today. It symbolizes the unyielding
will of our People to struggle, even in
the face of the most unbeatable odds. It
demonstrates that the natural need of our
People to be free and to exercise 1ts

right to live independently creates an
ernormous potential in our People; a
potential which creates battles such as
the Sardarabad, Gharakil iseh, and
Bash-RAparamn.

Today, 67 years after the independerce

of Armenia, it is possible that the period
(Cont. on pg. 4)
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gwn. bppnpa ekl

Liwanihlt swednipbiwl Eehipoilt  nuswwgwpanowé
dwiwbwiwappwi: Uty hedwp veywegl, Usjhoe 24,
1918-p wnopbwy bwpy dp wkwp £ nenbwy: Uy-
uhbpl, LYwpnaniphLup mkmp £ nLubuobLp ynLgw-
hbnnighel dp whuvbbkpne 1915-kL 1920 wmwpwbd-
nLnn pneeleLlbhpnel b wjuopniwy JEp hpud h-
fwhhy Jdhphie: Wjvop, UEp vhkpaibnp Yooy wmp-
Lnn  uhhinpbhwl Jeoewblgewinp geideblubkpp  Jbhy

L' tupwplbly stpdwl pepab dp, hlbimku Facpp
bwnudwpnephLp Jey Gupwphby wyL whuowihh
pwpnh 1915-hbu: Uuhwulwé np bnbnvh whdhpw-

bwlt wunpenepip wibih vepuvedt h Ep pwl w)-
vopnLwlup: PLwpupnibine wmEuvebLipLuty nhonLwd
vwhwyb, wjvepniwy pwpnp, aAp  dowhnipewku
whwwpdbp yquyne pwpangeubp Lp npegdk  dbp
Jte wphkidebhel wopwphh owpeéphl,; np geednu-
phiup 4p htppk bL Lp dbpwqeuernpt 2w Jp
Epbhpubkpne Uekp, UnjlLiwh whnb h fuwlg Jp 4p

unbinét Jhp nhdwy: dwdebvelyp Bywd £ Jhwybe
Swebuwn Jp uveknébkine Jhy pwnbky  dnpdng
poLbwdhhl nhdwy , g wku umbnénLbywe
1918-hb: dwdwiwyp Bywsé E Rnpmwlb oo
wundnighobp  pinwphupbyL  hnpdnn paLnp
nudbnp, Swhwmaubkp vebnsbind wunby nkd  bru,
huimwtuy np usbknénibywe  1718-hl: Fhpbou
mwppbp  gw)Uwlubpou iy Ly g Lnglb
Juebivwennipbedp, Luopbph £ uvebnéb| Swlwap

win, np vebkndbkuht Jep Jdashwypbkpl o Jhe-

Jw)pbhpp Jowwunpemtu 65 mwphLbbn wnwp:
epbdl Jgwnwe atwh wnp Jwepewnwaumb n
dwnwe nkygh Jwpwebo W puwpn, UhupbiL

Junpuibwl, Jdhipbe wdpnnpwlwl Jwngwlwl:

(Con. from pg. 3)

of independence is condemned to the pages
of history. For us, however, May 28, 1918,
must become a daily issue. In other words,
we should have the ability to see a
parallel betweern the pericod from 13915 %o
192@ and our present situation. Today, our
generation 18 being subjected to the
dangerous and absorbing conditions of the
Diaspora by means of a white massacre,
Just as w=we were subjected to a different

hirnd of massacre at the hands of the
Turkish Goverrment in 1915, Of course; the
immediate horrors of the Genocide were
more devastating than today's Gemocide.
However, today's genocide which results in
our complex of feeling culturally inferior
throughout the western world and which
grases and rewrites history in @ many
countries, i1s Just as threatening and
horrifying to us. The time has come toO
create a unified front against the enemy
which tries to bury us, as was created in

1918. Perhaps under different
circumstances, yet with the same
commitment, it is possible to create the
same front which was created by our

grandparents about 67 years ago.
Then onward toward rew battlefields.
Onmard toward continuous struggle,
until wvictory, and until complete and

final wictory.




17@4-pu: Jwdwhwé Ep bL
wiwpmws* U. Sphgnop LaLrvecnph) sbdwpwbps:

guwwd Ep TEypnig,

Mwma Lt ynLphwl hwuwlkl huly, ghny
hwLwmoynn Jp bned £ 4.3, Tweobwhynipbwl  no
Uhwuwy nd wlunp owngk pnL, meulbwdbwlubp
swpnLbwly poen oo papnpewbnikn  dwnwynipbwdp
gnpbdwé £ Twobwlynipbel pLmeLhphy Jikp: bnuwé
E wwbe L.U.C.U.whwl nL Ywu huydwd®
Ynipynh Lephwyeyncypwhwlh W, pnodphl:

1950wt pniwlwbubnky viyvbw, oo Jhupbo
hp  wudwdebwly Jehp, peydhyv uvewbiluws ¢
L U e L L yepmwewbnipheLLbp, kppbL
wuned bp  gppeuh  bndhwkhy bL WhnpnLelelb
Gy hink hu:

bnws & hwdbkun be wdpwuhp Swnwynn dp* hp
oy dwyb pynopbol nL wunp Bwdpny* kn
dnnqnd nLpnhlu: Uhow poouveged b oomupouncgh Ll
vehwylu nppby  Ruwywéd' wopwewlLph dwipnul
Ukp: Twnlk om, aLnnwdhm, whphd bL
puneguwheup Jwobwlhywlwbh wohwwpt Ep wh,
hurwgehwlgt UwbwLwun ki dwk phdub pacl
Vwndwdp, tipp hepyp e dbpwptpkp gnpéhl:

humaywhelbe En Jobsowbn hLbpLuhpbb hobnka,
tpp wepwwhwbniphoup yhp gnopdh  hpwehpkp,
wUbk by  péupunpnipbhedp L' plnenwekp [TRT,
nppu, Jdonbwi ny hp wuElLwliwu LEeuplL oo
puwnwlhp --wdnLvbwywd Ep 1950V BL hoyp Ep
9 yuewhvbhpor--: Tweeupwbesne hp  gwpmewelwe-
LnLphLbbbpp  wwedwn 3khL, np mwg Lwgwg b
epknpnLy, b hwplhbu ghobp-ubpbly wwhelnLphol
pbkp pulbpbbpoct ko, h  Punhp  hw) oyl
punudeubpne wywhnlnipbwl: Liwpogpe)hl
ghotpnLlt  wwefwnnd , ewhwé kp  pnpnphb
whi b puwwh Jwpguwlbpl nL whhon ukpp:

Tepnwiwbwy kn Lwke pp wbdLwlwl gnnéh

wgu

wuyankyhl Ukp -=womobbwy® Rt nwE wyLh
vguuepynLpbwlL--:  hafwdhn LU wwnnedwlw)
guwamobbwih mhyen Ep wlh. wwgwhndnopbob anfk -

LEY wwpowwjdwl ghfwyl pul weedwn jEp Gpbw
CLLWLy, np wh pwywhwibpn hp  wohwewbpkl oo
wjn Swdpnily dpwy we hulwer wl, Jhom  dLw ng
wwnukoh dpwg, hbpwku np bqwd Ep  nbwphpoul
wdpnne whunnnuphel;
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Mhywh
Uyumtu L'kpkih np dtppbpu hwlwhw
wpawLp Lnp hebLgpoiwuh Jp Joewé Lt:  Upnwepbo

tbp p2lwdhubpp vhuws B LUnp Ay deduwpnipbol
dp np 4o Jhwh dwhh Jk2 dqbk hwy dnandnipnp
Ev Jevbvernpwpwn he) Gpheeuvwpnaophoup:

Lwiyohol Uyuwwogpeyels "e)paph wneplLnpn
Lw) 3tnwhnhelel Terbwlyniphill £ np hLigkw
whytw pl, wjuven tre phpeh fuplwd £ hwy
dnnndnepnh  g2bwdhbubpoct:  Swybhwhel wpnwp
numh L. LwjwueeLh eywsegpneghol hwdwn
LoLng hbpynd wopwwnn Jhwly Yoeouwhynigholg,
Lwy Jbnednpeiwl  Geobwhyniphilp, wunbkoh
ipwy k£ nepite, bp Youpépp pwywd galwdhpl
wnphi, uwomueubl)ne hedenp hey donndnopnp:

UnbLwugnub yeo plytp Upol, g
wnbLwbgnibyee pulbp at jpLbwlup: Yhpehl
ngnwyhlt wpeppp wtnh nL by neplbm
Atipniph JYkp, nLp  Lhpwlwlh LennnlLelel
bnupmth wuned pubbp Uwepghe  UyLwenupbwl
whwphnibywe pabadhubpne glunelLbpo:

Lnp neydedepniphol Jpb £ wyuv  wlilwulwé,
np Yo hopdt dwhh Jkp wehb hey AbLudwpnu-
phrlip:

Uptmtv ' Epkeh nn dbppht swup mephubpnno
pupwypht Lw) Uyweedepwhibbpne  hepnowébbpp
Yewhwyne Ghpynd Shapwéd by pnncpbewl wyl weanp
nn pupdpeyed tn Lwy Yeoh gnepps  RoLedhlb -
ney pALAp p2uedhLbEpp  wLleulws, uvihued B
dwhbvw Lw) Swwh wwpwés pnpinp JenpeLwlubpkl,
ke whegywuph duwnuncknd viuwsd heleynb s

Ushmjt smupahil &Y pnpnp BkLh  helwhe)
wpwppbbpp wbnby behlt preel pdpecnpacdlbp
Gud whwniphoblbp, npndhbmbe Jep Bohy Ly,
wahwnhh yopwgnju njdp* hwy danndnupnp:

Epkl  puhkp Upol kp wyuop  pulbkpubp
ftypLbwbp b Uygbwincpbwup. dwap nephoubp
e Juwgnpnbkl ywbnlp, pbhpbhiv b, puyy

depnbeoghl Lewlpp b9y wpdkp Lp  Lbplhegwylt
3000 wwpniw) LEwLp nLbbynn dnnndnipnhb
nhdwy: Udku Uty Jdeydk wLoiws pUlbhph  whn
dbup Lo phphLup wwup Lnphpy, npnlp  weApPEUR
v wikVv qund, wnwp wmwlbine  dwjwumewLh
wywnwgplel vnLpp gqnpép:

dwjhwhot Uywowqpelwt Twjpuph SedpnLl
ipwy bpt mkop £ btppowuvepnlbp weepoun BL
hpbby Lhwupl huly ynhbpne huigku dwumnubywe
Lhygnth kL "Mn uny Jdip:

duhnnnLphol numegunenLwd bY pnLnp
whuvwhh hwhwhey wpuppubipp: Lwy dnnndnopnp
vhuwé t wywmwgpwiel wgeotpeyd Jp be wunp 4p
wwlLh Jhupbke bp jenpwiel dbkpgp whuwydwls




——WHO ARE THEY?

THE TURKISH
LEFT

PART 111

summarzed

Note: The inollowing is a spmmary of an articlo Hitled

Cilass and Socalst Movement i Perspec free
]

Fhe Torkish Weork ing

writhon by Mokhme! Satah, The

by Niva K

arficle was orinally pubidished i Khamsin a eenal poklsbedd By reveli
ricnary socialists of the Midale Fast

[Dering the past years & npmber of Turs effesd orean Aot ions gy e mmadle
annoyncemaents 3k now iedpmg e A S A T T Tl T TR T Y SO i
these arpaniralions have pone as Bae s tecogmisange the reht of the Armie
s $o returh (o Fastern Torkoy it fol Bicissarny Wosstorh Armense 4 b
st dehaltahiew Bt ler ©o Tal el SIS wrrly the Trarkipsty fofp seeapled fosedFoam gy
advancement of the Armenmn Cause. The bitter mesmioey ol cooperaticn with
Tirkish orpanrrations in the early 190 s sHE frosh i the gunds of many
Armmenians, The stody of the Turkish lofr, o wall av ofher mationa! and secal
mavemenis and [preration strpggles, s however aecessary for imsadiora fren
and broadening &f the scope of the Armengid podifacal mentalily

The third biggest grouping on the Tur- Despite its large size, this current
kish Left of the 197088 was of organiza- remained a petty bourgecis youth movement,
tions which could be classified far from the working class. Although
'independent.' The ome which has to be Dev-Yol had an important function in the
mentioned first is Dev-Yol (Revolutio- armed resistance against fascists, this
nary Path), which claimed the heritage of form of struggle did mnot lead to the
the guerrilla movemert of the early 1970s political maturation of its cadres.
and presented itself as the continuation If Dev=-Yol was the centre, then the
of the THHP-C-the famous guerrilla organi- other organisations of the independent
sation of that period. The strength of the left were at two opposite ends. Kurtuws,
legend of the guerrilla movement was guite while opposing Maoist and pro-Moscon

effective in putting its stamp on the or-
ientation of the new gereration of young

revolutionary students.

Yet along with its prestige, the
memories of the guerrilla movement ' s
defeat were still very wmuch alive. This
was especially true for the leadership
cadres. For this reason, the bulk of the
"true followers' maintained that the

conditioms for guerrilla struggle were not
mature enough. As a result, Dev-Yel
experienced an early split which gave
birth to the Dev=Yol current
{Revolut ionary Left) who immediately
started their 'armed propaganda.' It was
after this split that Dev-Yol rapidly took
on a massive character.

currents, rigorously strove to establish a
more 'orthodox' marxist theoretical base,
studying Lenin through Stalin in
particualr. It remained a smaller current
than Dev-Yol because of its critical
approach to the guerrilla movement and its
relatively high theoretical level.

At the other end of the spectrum of the
independent left were the '"followers' of
the guerrilla movement. These cadres began
"armed propaganda’ actions in the wmid-
197%s. These organisations did not take
part in the active resistarce to the fas-
cists. Instead, they inclired rather to
assassinations of the leaders of the fas-
cist movement, USA military officers, po-
lice chiefs, and the like.




These groups had such names as THKP~-C

(Turkey People's Liberation Party and
Front), M.SPB (Marxist-Leninist armed
Propaganda Squad), HDO {Revolutionary

vanguards of the People), yet they scored
no political gains. They were accused by
both left and right of being responsible
for "anarchy...

TOWARDS 12 SEPTEMBER 1988

In January 1978, a defection by eleven
MPs from the JP aided the formation of an
RPP government. This was one of the last
temporary solutions to  the political
crises that had been gathering pace since
1974, The RPP govermment was formed at a
time when workers' mobilisation was at a
peak, mass organisations were their most
active and powerful, the fascist movement
was on the offensive. Now, this party was
in power at a time of severe economic
crises and of political and social
polarisation. Under these circumstances,
the masses expected solutions to two
urgent problems: A reversal of their
progressive immiseration and a halt to
fascist terror. The RPP, not unexpectedly,
failed to provide an answer to these
prablems.

The incompetence and failure of the RPF
goverrnment did not mwean the masses turned
to the socialist movement. Quite the
contrary, the disappointment of the masses
with the RPP pushed them into
demoralisation and apoliticisation. GSome
important developments showing the depth
of this demoralisation can be seen in the
decrease in DISK's membership. Inter—trade
union conflicts resulted in the formation
of independent trade unions and lessening
support for the socialist movement.

These conditions caused severe Crises
in the socialist groupings. In the late

1970s the Turkish Left experienced its
most serious splits and internal crises.
These internal fights, which brought
rneither theoretical developsent nor
indifferent orientations, caused only more
demoralisation amsong revolutionary cadres.

When a new MC (Nationalist Front)
goverrment was formed by the leadership of
the JP armd the fascist NAP (Natiomal
Action Party) there seemed to be a revival
in workers' mobilisation. Unofficial

strikes occurred, some of which resulted
in major clashes with the police. But this
was only temporary and exhausted in a
short time.

On the eve of the 12 September coup,
around 5@ thousand workers, a majority in
DISK, were on strike. Yet these strikes
lacked morale and discipline. The
agitation of the socialist movement was
meagre and inefficient on this matter. In
some months, hundreds of thousands of au-
to, rail, and textile workers, most of
them TURK-IS members, were on the eve of
new strikes. The 12 September coup was not
too late...

THE AFTERMATH OF THE 12
SEPTEMBER 198@ COUP

The losses suffered by the Turkish Left
from the 1982 coup were immense. The one
loss which has most affected the movement
and will have long-term CONSequences was
the marked absence of moral support and
sympathy from the masses whom claimed to
be the leaders and poclitical wvanguard.
This indicated that the Turkish Left had
lost something of the legitimacy gained
during the 1960s"’ struggles and
consolidated in the early years of the
post-1974 period. The masses did rot
regard the Turkish Left as mature encugh
to be a candidate for power in these two
decades, but it did regard the Turkish
Left as a serious political force. The
aftermath of the 12 September coup proves
that this posture of the Turkish Left has
beernn exhausted in the eyes of the masses.

The masses' impassivity in the face of
the savage attacks on the left by the
Turkish State did rot, of course, come cut
of the blue. Facing this reality under the
more difficult circumstances of
illegality, imprisonment, detention, or
trial, however, has been incomparably
less bearable for the left. For this
reason alone, the coup, with all its
ehocking effects, will have long-term
consequences—-if mot necessarily entirely
negative.

In the years preceding 12 GSeptember
1988, the programmes and slogans, method
of its fight against fascists, style of
work in mass organisations, of the Turkish
left, had all contributed to the terrible

(Cont. on pg. 13)
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= N a LT I FETTE W if =0
why doms he

or she
DREAMIOG RS protect

Cal-Trarns workers
he or she ard

Dreaming 1s there Highway Patrolmen
about the million

arnd axists who kill
and a half as even my mom by the millions
I sent him told me o why
or her and we all know does he or she
a dreamogram moms don't lie- send them
asking to explain and we all know the gas comparny
what 1s how Rerne to insulate them
the meaning of this fresway showed Ul that e e
where if he or she why does he
we all drive is perfect or she
and drive and if send them
where existence the Card
Cal-Trans workers is a form of for them
Highway Patrolmen perfection not to leave home
are not therefore he or she without it-
to help axists why is it
but then why why
to kill is he that he or she
where or she discriminates so
acme ignoring == and as he
drive in the right lane disregarding us or she has so far
others 20 successfully and throughout
in the fast lane why is it brilliantly
some take an exit that done SO
and never when Hubbard calls I ask myself
re-enter again when Swaggart calls why
I asked him whan Doctorian calls and wonder.
or her he I guess
if or she replies I'1]1 go on wondering
the auto industry quickly I'1l go on wandering
lobby when pecple sin until he
got to him he or she replies
or her or she and when that will be
for allowing damns I don't know
ore and s0 swiftly BiNCE as we say
a half cars but still and always say:
to be driven off the cliff ignores me only
it has been is it God
some time now because Hrows,
three years now Marianna
arnd no reply convicted me VIKEN H.
to my
dreasogram
even a hand
delivered Write to HAMPIG SASSOUNIAN
letter E. 3-34
would® ve gotten P. 0. Box CBB8440
to me. Tamal, CA 34964
I krnow




He is mnot a boy-

He is a man.

Try to probe his inner mind,

Ard see why he has killed a man.
For Freedom perhaps-

Or larnd.

What is Land?

Gererations of war-
Continuous revenge—

For Land-

For Power-

Do they rule the World?

He has a wife-
A little girl.
He is a man.
Probe his mird.
What is Land?

Do you see the despairity of death
on his face?

The loss of hope?

That 1is it-

The loss of hope.

Sophie Chahinian
Long Beach Sosse

LLMNrumrmuns e

GEnbyhl spbip Gpwe Upwpuwahl Jkpmbnkl
bensdtiu hugn &L npnh hnp-2bknph pnlwd LY
Ubkp vennn Upwpwap, ghnbyhly LUpwpwonp:

tpp nod nLuhLup whoh wnubLp

Ubkp vennn Upwpwep, gqbnbyhy Upwpwnp
Upwpuwmh ZhLbne gquougp gbnbuhl,

Usnnin Upwpewp, Jbp Upwpwap:

Pul Jep Upwpusap, Jhp qugupp

Ukpp ghwh pLLwy, dbp Upwpwnp:

Uphp  3ndutpbwl
tStnpg Jwinigy Nipwn

The Armenian Republic (1918)
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At the begirming of World
War I, Czar Nicholas Il of
Russia promised the Armen—
ians an autonomous state
created from the Turkish
provinces if they would
support them in the war. A
similar promise was given to

the Armenian Catholicos
George V during the Czar's
official wvisit to Tiflis,
Georgia. The sawme promises

given by the Czar were also
reiterated by the Allies.
The Armenians were not aware

of the Soviet Treaty of
London which stated that
Turhey would be divided
between the signatories of
which there were no
Armenians.

When the Czarist govern—
ment made way for the He-
vensky regime, Hevershy im-
mediately declared the Ar-
menian provinces autonomous
until the final settlement
at the Peace Conference.

During this period the
Armenian people rebuilt
their ruined fatherland.

However, when the Bolshe-
viks took control of the go-
vermment, all Russian sol-
diers were recalled from the
Caucasian front. This left
the Caucasian peoples at the
mercy of the Ottomans. Rea-
lizing this fact, the Armen-
ians, Beorgians, and, the
Armenians, Georgians, and
Azerbaidjaniz banded toge-
ther in an attempt to hold
back the Turks. After the
retirement of the Russians
gven the combined efforts of
these three peoples found it
difficult to keep up the war
effort. They lacked money,
supplies, and communication

which tied up their war ma-
chimne.

On December 5,
Transcaucasian
concluded an armistice

1917, the
government
with
the Turks., But this armis-
tice was not to last as the
Turks again began the hosti-
lities. However, another
peace treaty was signed on
May 11 in Batum. But before
the treaty went into effect,
the Turks again viclated it
and occupied Alexandrapol
from whers they started to
drive to the mnorth and
southeast. This was the wmost
crucial point of the war for
the Armenian people. The Ar-
menian people realized if
they lost the war, the same
fate would befall them as
those of their brethren in
Turkish Armenia.

Fighting with a ferocity
born of desperation, the Ar-
menians halted the Turkish
advance in three decisive
battles. These battles took
place between May 23 and May
28, 1918 at HKarakilisseh,
Bash-fibaran, and Sartarabad.
Gerneral Mazarbehkian, the
commander in chief, directed
the first battle; the second
was commanded by Gerneral

Dro, and the third by Gene-
ral Bilikian. The battle of
Sartarabad was the most a-
tubborn and bloody, very
costly to the Turkish ar-
mies. Its victory raised the
spirit of the pecple. OGene-
ral Silikian now gave the
order to march on Alexandra-
pel when news arrived from
Batum that peace had bean
signed and the war was over.

On May 26, the Turkish
goverrment presented it ul-
timatum. The same day in
Tiflis, at a session of the
Transcaucasian Confedera-
tion, the Georgian represan-
tative proposed a resolution
to disband the Confedera-
tion. Thus came the end to

the Transcaucasian federa-
tion. At the same time the
Georgian MNational Council
declared the independence of
Georgia. Azerbaijan fol-
lowed suit the next day. Un—
der the circumstances, oOn
May 28, the Armenian Natio-
nal Council declared Armen—
ia an independent republie.
The Peace Treaty of Batum
between Turkey and PRrmenia
was signed on Jure &, 1918.
This was the first interna-
tional act which Arsenia
as an independent

signed
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state. Turkey was the first
power to recognize Armenia’'s

independence.

Then in Armenia, there
was rnothing but ruins., The
leaders of the new mnation

had a job of mass recons-
truction. They could nok
count on help from the
Allies, Turkey, or Russia.
There were no experts on po-
litics, and food was almost
nore. The first Premier of
Armenia was Kachazruni. The
Armenian National Council
had declared itself the sup-
reme governing body of the

Armenian provinces and set
itself up in Yerevan. The
Armenian Nationmal Council

assumed the functions of a
legislative body under the
title of "Council of Areen-
1d. © The chairman of the

council was also the Presi-
dent of the Republic.
When the war ended,

Turkish troops left Armenia,
and an influx of refugees

- T
A

and food from the free world
began. On May 20, 1328 the
first American shipload of

flour arrived in Batum.
Thereafter produce TET
flooding intoe Armenia from

the Allied powers.

foun-

Ore year after its
ding, FArmenia already was an

organized state, equipped
with an efficient adminis-
trative machinery. A large
number of nations recognized
her independence and Bex—
changed diplomatic represen-
tatives. A delegation of the
Armenian Goverrment procee-
ded to Paris to take part in
the Peace Conference.

The creation of the in-
dependent republic was the
signal of a patriotic wave,
rallying Armenians from all
corners of the world, all of
whom poured i1n their volun—
tary contributions to re-
build Armenia. The Armen-
ian-Americans alone contri-
buted rnear % million. In
cther countries of the world
where an Armenian community
existed, contribut ions
poured in to aid the nrnewly
formed republic.

The final problem was the
boundary of the Armenian Ae-
public. This would be deci-
ded by the treaty to be made
betweer the Allies arnd Tur=

key. President MWilson, who
was a champicon of the Armern-
1an cause, desired to estab-
lish a protectorate over Ar

menia controlled by the Uni-
ted States. The Allies ag-
reed with Wilson's proposal,
but the treaty with Turkey
was unduly detairned.

In January, 13919, the Big
Four Powers issued the fol-
lowing declaration concern-
ing the fate of Turkey: "Be-
cause of the historic mis—
goverrment of the Turks of
their subject pecples and
the terrible massacres of
the Armenians and others in
recent years, the Allied and
Associated Powers are agreed
that Armenia, Syria, Mesopo-
tamia, and Arabia must be
completely severed from the

Turkish Empire.” The peace
treaty with Turkey wWas
signed at Sevres on August
18, 19328, It was at this
time that Mustafa Kemal
became a power to contend
with.

The treaty of Sevres was
pro—fArmenian in every sense
of the word. It made the
United States an arbitrator
in all Turkish and FArsenian
disputes and forced Turkey
to recognize Armenia as a
free and independent repub-
lic. However, the success of
the HKemalist movement doowmed
the Treaty of Sevres.

Ore month after the sign-
ing of the Treaty of Sevres,
bath Hemalist Turkey and
soviet Russia attacked the
Republic of Armenia. The re-
public could mnot stand up
under the joint attack and
succumbed orn December 2y
1920.
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EACK TO OuUR LANDS

On Thursday, May = 19835, Kegham
Kevonian of the Land and Culture
Organization lectured with great fervor,

clarity and intensity to a full house at
Ferrahian's Avedissian Hall. Although many
of the predominantly older crowd had ot
heard of or been acquainted with the Orga-
nization prior to the EVENning, they
followed the lecture and slide/film
presentation intently...Just what 1s the
Land and Culture Organization, and why
hasrn't the L.A. Armenian community heard
of its work before? The LCO, created in
1977, is dedicated to the preservation and
betterment of the MAr- menian patrimony.
Its work is carried on mwainly on the
fields, where a handful of Armenian youth
from all over the world spend months
restoring and preserving ancient Armenian
monasteries and other places of importance
through active comstruction work. Since
1977, the LCO has concentrated most of its
activities on land belonging to the
Armenian Church in North Iran,
particularly on the monasteries of G&t.
Thaddeus ard GSt. Stepanos. 5Since that
time, the Organization's scope and
erndeavors have greatly widened and
diversified. While pursuing an ongoing
program of research and exploration, as
well as a series of longterm plans, the
LCO is currently focusing its efforts on
two main projects: the preservation of the

monastery church of Dzordzor, situated
north-west of St. Thaddeus; and the
restoration of traditional Armenian

village dwellings in the region of Hessab
{North Syrial.

Kevornilan showed marny breathtaking
slides of areas in "Turkish Armenia,” Vas-
pouragan (Van) and Cilicia; areas 1in North
Iran, and finally those of work being
uridertaken 1n Hessab.

More important than the showing of any
elides or films, Kevonian sent the people
a message, and it was a powerful one. e
are all, in part, aware of the pitiful
conditions of monasteries and communities,
which are being neglected and destroved,

both in Turkey, and in other areas. We
realize this, but fail to understand the
extent of the damage. Destruction of our
ancient landmarks is part of a daily
process to render extinct our past, our
identity, therefore our present. HKevonian
explained the importance of coming into
physical contact with the land, our
homeland. The images of our homeland we
often have are muddled and abstract. The
youth, explained Hevonian, must come into
contact with the land, and take that
“gpirit” back to their respective
temporary homes in the diaspora. Today's
impossible, stressed Kevonian, will be
possible tomorrow. The path we must
undertake in our struggle is long and
hard. In order to make the struggle less
of just an abstract notion, we must
realize that possibilities do exist.
Vestiges of our ancient lands exist, 1In
northern Iran and what was once our
homeland. We, today's youth, must embark
on our own personal journeys back to our
lands, in essence, back to ourselves.

The LCO needs funds desperately-and
just as importantly, active participation
in the form of field work., #Any kind of
support, however, will undoubtedly lead to
the furtherance of their, and our,
important ends.

For more informat 1om, or for
contributions we urge everyone to write to
Mr. Kevonian at the following address:

Organisation terre et culture
16, rue Notre-Dame de Lorette
75093 Paris FRANCE

Haytoug Staff Writer
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{Cori. from pg. 7)

outcome of the coup. First and foremost,
the left was unable to put forward a
coherent political programme, particularly
as an alternative to the RPP's.

Secondly, the nature of the
anti-Fascist struggle itself furnctioned to
isolate the revolutionary cadres from
ordinary citizens who themselves had been
the subject of the fascist terror. Despite
their rhetoric, the anti-fascist struggle
was waged solely as a means of

establishing the dominance of this or that
left grouping in any particular locality.
The reascon was obvious—-to erncourage the
masses' participation in anti-fascist
struggle required, apart from experienced
political and wmilitary leadership, and
traditionally trusted organisations, a
measure of democracy in order to
"civilise' the competition between left
groupings. The Turkish Left was utterly
bereft of a meaningful democratic
practice, therefore a struggle which had
to be isclated from other revolutionary
groupings necessarily had to be isclated
from the masses too. The so-called
'liberated zores' in some districts of
some cities where the revolutionary
movement was strong enough to control many
aspects of the daily life are a striking
example of this. It was this weird
anti-Fascist struggle, or self-deferce,
which only burdened the revolutionary
cadres with its unbearable weight, and led
the msses to turn to other forces, more
'"serious' and 'trusted', to protect

themselves from Fascist terror and death.
First the RPP and later the armed
forces. ..

The famous so-called 'armed struggle’
waged from the mid-1978s onwards Was
another cause of the alienation of the
Turkish Left from the masses. Despite ex-
traordinary sacrifices, the armed struggle
brought about mno positive results. The
guerrilla activities gave neither morale
to revolutionaryy cadres, created no
enthusiasm, sympathy or interest in the
masses, nor caused panic among fascists
and police forces. In fact, they only
provided considerable material for right
wing demagogy  about 'anarchy' ard
"terror'...

The last but not the least important
factor in the tragedy of the Turkish Left
was the disastrous internal struggles in
the mass organisations and particularly in
DISK which had a devastating effect on the
relations between the left political
groupings and workers and other toilers.
Having witnessed such deleterious power
struggles waged with violence in their own
crganisations, and having seen the same
kind of trade unionists coming to power
time and time again urider different
political labels, the workers started to

(Cont. on pg. 14)
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{Cont. from pg. 13)
feel alien not only from these

organisations and left groupings but from
politics as well.

These rnegative points in combination
led to the abrupt rupture between the
masses and left groupings immediately

after the 12 September coup.

THE BALANCE SHEET OF TWO DECADES: ONE STEP

to build anew again? A close look at the
last two decades might illuminate today's

developments and the prospects for
tomorroe.

Despite the limits imposed by Stalinist
and Hemalist influences, the 196@s was a
period of rapid and productive develop-
ment .

In this decade-the first ascent of the
Turkish Left-the young cadres’ enthusiasm
for Marxist theory, the left
intellectuals' intensive contributions,
and the existence of dialogue among
various groupings, all contributed to a
healthy development in the theoretical
demairn. The same period was also marked by
a serious concern with the outside world

and an awakening internationalism
contravening the mnationalist prejudices
originating from the traditions of

Stalinism and Kemalism.

Throughout the 196@s, the Turkish Left
experienced relations with the masses
which were healthy and improving. At the
outset, the enthusiastic interest of the

middle class intellectuals and some
sections of the Hurdish and Turkish
peasantry towards TIP (Turkish Worhkers'
Party) was noteworthy. The socialist
cadres responded to this by vivid and
impressive propaganda. Later on, Yyoung
militants successfully leading large
student masses, sections of the poor

peasantry, together with limited relations
with workers, were also important
experiences for the maturing Turkish Left.

The 196@s were notable for the
enthusiasm and stremgth of the fresh
revolut ionary wave, the weakness of RPP
liberalism, the absence of the trade union
bureaucracy's control over the riew 1y
awakened working class, and the absence
for low level of factional feuds.

The 197@s were qQuite different, Marxist

FORWARD IN THE 196@S AND  TWO STEFS

BEACKWARDS IN THE 137057 theory was no longer a subject of
enthusiasm. The positive effect of the
after 2@ years of struggle, will the left intellectuals of university circles
Turkish Left be able to draw positive who were Q:gnrly ?“*°1V9d in thnliﬂﬁﬂﬁ no
lpssons from its thecretical impasse, longer existed. With the disappointment of
political capability, and bad memories of the 1971 defeat, thess cadres withdrew

its relations with the masses, and atart into their academic milieu in the 197@s.
{Con. on pg. 15}
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TURKISH LEFT

In the same period, the Turkish Left's
concern with international problems went
no further than transcating items of
pro-Soviet or Maocist literature. Although
the effect of Hemalist nationalism
diminished considerably in the 1970s,
compared to the previous decade, the
decline of internationalism on the left
represented another backward development.
The international revolutionary events
which shocked the world in the 1978s were
watched only passively by the Turkish
Left. For example, the rise of
Eurocommunism attracted no SErious
attention. Other important developments,
such as the Lebanese civil war and the
decline in the Palestinian liberation
movement, received nothing more than
simplistic rhetoric of the "long live...'
variety.

To sum up, a few more remarks about the
political maturity of the revolutionary
cadres and their ability to lead the
masses are appropriate, As already
mentioned, during the 1978s, these cadres
displayed no more creativity in  this
domain. Their cornnection with the working
class was made only through the
trade-union bureaucracy. On the other hand
the perasant mobilisation of the 196@0s were
not witnessed in the 197@s. The student
movement was no  longer a wunitary mass
movement, as a result, there are only few
examples of mass confrontation with the
police, street fights, and so or.

We can discern a strange or ill-fated
development of the Turkish Left in its
last two decades. The revolutionary
movement seemed to go no further than the
point it had reached by the late 196@s. It
is as if the Turkish revolutionary
movement developed backwards during the
197@=.

WHAT  DOES THE FUTURE
PROMISE?

Before some final words on the
prospects of the development of the
Turkish left, we should first glarce at
the working class. Without a doubt, the
working class will put a stamp on any rew
political or social revival. After the ewx-
periences of the last two decades, the
working class will be mature encugh to

shoulder a leading role in future strug-
gles. The increasing rumerical strength of
the working class is also another fac- tor
in this estimate. The proletariat rnow
consists of at least 25 per cent of the
economical ly active population.

It should not be forgotten that the
Turkish working class still lacks
sufficient political experience. It never
Experienced any organisation on a mass
scale other than trade uniors. Re a class,
the workers have always beern remote from
the political organisations. For example,
the RPP could mnot organise workers en
masse. Despite this negative background,
Wwith integral to its rumerical strength,
1ts concentration in certain industrial
areas, its rucleus who have been in the
cities for few gemerations, its being in a
rapid process of cultural development, and
its not being under strong influernce of
religion, the Turkish working class is on
solid ground for political maturation,

On this, of course, everything will
depend on the Turkish left. Without
hesitation, ome can say that after the
crusing defeat of September, 1388, the
Turkish left will emerge in the near
future having undergone important changes
in every sense.

While there are not yet strong
indications of such changes, there is ore
important factor in the life of the
Turkish left whose consequences should
bear fruit in the medium term. For almost
the first time in in its history, the left
has been experiencing exile conditions in
large numbers. It is rather striking that
this Turkish exile existence is the first
since the 'young Turks' flooded to Western
Europe toward the end of the ninteenth
century. That generations few decadee in
Eurcpe left their imprint on Turkish po-
litical thought and life for almost the
whole of the next century.

If almost half of the vanguard of the
Turkish left is in exile, the other half
15 in prison.

Though with concentration camp-like
conditions, it is in the prisons where the
militancy and determination for struggle
is alive and continues to be kept alive.

After the theoretical, political, and
organisational bankruptey which all
factions of the Turkish left faced to some

iCon. on pg. 19)
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I Turkkish Py 1 sScors =

a0 Report

Note: The following article appeared 1in
the New York Review of Books (May 39,
1{985) as an Amnesty International Report
regarding the present day conditions
existing within Turkish prisons.

Omresty International's concerns in Turkey
continue to be as they have been for some
yEars past, the imprisconmernt of prisoners
of conscience, widespread and systematic
torture and ill-treatment of political
prisoners, and the imposition and use of
the death penalty. There is alsoc cConcern
that the difficulties lawyers experience
in seeing their imprisoned clients and
preparing the defense case and the use of
statemente in court that are alleged to
have beern induced by torture may affect
the fairness of trials in military courts.

The exact number of political prisoners
in Turkey at the present time is not
known. On PAugust 1, 19684, a government
spokesman told the press AQENICY, AGENCE
FRANCE PRESEE, that Ty S0 political
prisoners wWere held in military prisons.
However, this figure does not include
those political prisoners whose legal
proceedings have been completed and who
are serving their sentemces 1in civilian
prisons, hor does it include those persons
not yet charged, but held under martial
law, which permits incommunicadoe detention
in police stations for forty-five days.

Although civilian goverrment was
restored to Turkey following elections 1in
November 1983, martial law continues 1n
twenty-three of the sixty-seven provinces
including all major cities, such as
Arkara, Istanbul, Adana, Izmir, and Diyar-
bekir, and a state of emergency exists 1in
twelve further provinces. Political
of fenses continue to be tried by military
courts, although special state security
courts, have been established 1in eight
cities to deal with political offenses
committed after May 1, 1984.

The Turkish authorities usually refer

From Ammesty

]:Tﬁrblﬂ!i“T’Lil1Ffi!ﬁﬁrﬁiﬂ.l

to all political prisoners as “gxtremist
militants” or “terrorists.” During the
five years preceding the military coup of
September 1980 political vioclence had
resulted in more than 5,000 assassinations
by right-wing and left-wing groups. Some
groups have continued to engage in violent
cpposition to the government. However,
although many of those rnowWw 1n prison for
political offenses have been charged with
violent crimes, Ammesty International
knows of hundreds of political prisoners
whom it considers to be prisoners of
CONSC1BNCR, imprisoned for their
nonviolent political or religious
activities or beliefs, in wviolation of
their rights to freedom of expression and
association as laid down in the European
Convention on Human Rights to which Turkey
j= a State Party. They include members of
the Turkish Peace fssociation, the Turkish
Workers' party, the Turkish Socialist
Horkers' party, the Turkish Workers' and
peasants' party, the Turkish Communist
party, TOB-DER {the teachers'
association), and IGD {the Progressive
yYouth Associationl.

Many jourmnalists, publishers, writers,
translators, and academics have  been
prosecuted under Article 142 of the
Turkish penal code with "making COMEMUN1St
propaganda," simply because of their
involvement in the publication of material
which expresses left-wing pelitical 1deas.
Nearly 1,50@ trade unionists are on trial
because of their jegitimate trade union
activities. Although the leading members
of DISK, the Confederation of Progressive
Trade Unions, have now been released from
prison, their trial, which started in
December 1981, continues; and with the
incorporation of pISK-affiliated unions 1n
the trial the total bnumber of defendants
is vow 1,474, for seventy—eight of whom
the military prosecutor has demanded the
death penalty.

Some of Amnmesty International's adopted
prisoners of conacience are Kurds charged
with "separatist” activities. The lack of
recognition by the Turkish authorities of
the existence of the Hurdish ethnic
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minority and the prohibitions on the use
of the HKurdish language or any
manifestation of a Kurdish cultural
identity had led long before the military
coup of 1988 to the establishment of many
different Kurdish groups, some of which
used violence and others which worked
nonviclently for the preservation of the
Kurdish language and culture and for the
official recognition of the HKurds. The
Turkish authorities appear to have wade
little distinction between groups that
used violence to achieve their aims and
those that neither advocated nor practiced
violence, and HRurdish prisoners include
pecple from both categories.

Other persons regarded as prisorners of
conscience by Amnesty International are
those charged under Article 163 of the
Turkish penal code with trying to change
the secular mnature of the Turkish state.
Many of these are members of Islamic
sects, but in June and July of 1984 and
again n December 1384 Amnesty
International received reports of the
imprisorment of members of the Jehovah's
Hitnesses,; twenty-three of whom have now
been sentenced to between four years' and
six years—eight months' imprisonment for
their nonviolent religious activities.

Both before arnd after the 1988 coup
Amnesty International received allegations
that people taken into custody for
political offenses had been tortured and
that in some cases the torture was alleged

to have resulted in death. Fros the
extersive number of wverbal and written
accounts it has accumulated over a period

of years, and from information provided by
the Turkish authorities themselves i
response to Amnesty International's
inquiries, Amnesty International has
concluded that torture is widespread and
systematic in Turkey. Amresty
International believes that all persons
detained in Turkey are in danger of being
tortured and that only a very few of those
detaired are not subjected to some form of
ill=-treatment.

The Turkish authorities have
repeatedly denied that torture 15
systematic. They maintain that all

complaints of torture are investigated ano
that when torture has occured those
responsible are prosecuted. From time to
time official figures are published of
investigations that have taken place.

prosecutions, convictions, and acquittals.
But Amnesty International krnows of many
cases in which complaints of torture have
been made, very often by defendants in

court during their trials, where o
investigation of any kind appears to have
taken place. Ammesty International
continues to recelve allegations of
torture and believes that all the

information in 1ts possession indicates
that torture 1s still being carried cut as
a routine practice in most police stations
in Turkey and that ill=-treatment of
prisoners 18 carried out routinely in
military prisons. It i1s worth noting 1in

this respect that the Jehovah's Hitrnesses
who were detained in Ankara in June and
July of 1984 are alleged to have been

tortured and that in October and November
of 1984 the Turkish press itself carried
reports concerning the alleged torture of
customs officials held in connection with
alleged smuggling activities at Kapikule

on the border with Bulgaria. These
allegations were first made by the
minister of finance arnd customs, Vural

Arikan, who was subsequently dismissed.
They were reiterated by the defendants
themselves at their trial in February
1985. These indications that not only
political prisoners are subjected to
torture are supported by other information
given to Amnesty International over the
years about the torture of COmmMOT
criminals during interrogation.

Executions, which had not taken place
in Turkey since 1972, were resumed within
one month of the military coup and to date
fifty people have been executed,
twenty-seven in cornnection with
politically motivated killings. More than
four hundred prisoners are under sentence
of death and in approximately sixty cases
legal proceedings have been concluded and

the death sentences are amaiting
ratification by the Turkish parliament.

Amnesty International opposes the use of
the death penalty without reservation in
all cases as a violation of the right to
life and the right not to be subjected to
cruel, inhuman, and degrading punishment
and has pointed out to the Turkish
authorities many times that Turkey is the
only member of the Council of Europe to
have carried out executions in recent
years, the trend in Western Europe being
toward total abolition of the death

penalty.
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minority and the prohibitions on the use

of the Kurdish language or any
manifestation of 8 Hurdish cultural
identity had led long before the military

coup of 138@ to the establishment of many
different HKurdish groups, some of which
used violence and others which worked
nonviolently for the preservation of the
Kurdish language and culture and for the
official recognition of the HKurds. The
Turkish authorities appear to have made
little distinction between groups that
used viclence to achieve their aims and
those that neither advocated nor practiced
violence, and Hurdish prisoners include
people from both categories.

Other persons regarded as prisoners of
conscience by PAenesty Interrnational are
those charged under Article 163 of the

Turkish penal code with trying to change
the secular nature of the Turkish state.
Many of these are members of Islamic
sects, but in June and July of 1984 and
again in December 1984 Amnesty
International received reports of the
imprisorment of members of the Jehovah's

Witrnesses, twenty-three of whom have nrow
been sentenced to between four years' and
six years-eight months' imprisorment for
their nonviolent religious activities.

Both before and after the 1982 coup
Ammesty International received allegations
that people taken into custody for
political offenses had been tortured and
that in some cases the torture was alleged
to have resulted in death. From the
extensive number of wverbal amd written
accounts 1t has accumulated over a period
of years, and from information provided by
the Turkish authorities themselves in
response to Ammesty International's
ingquiries, Ammesty International has
concluded that torture is widespread and
systematic in Turkey. Amresty
International believes that all persons
detained in Turkey are in danger of being
tortured and that only a very few of those
detained are not subjected to some form of
ill-treatment.

The Turkish authorities have
repeatedly denied that torture 15
systematic. They maintain that all

complaints of torture are investigated ano
that when torture has occured those
responsible are prosecuted. From time to
time official figures are published of
investigations that have taken place,

prosecutions, convictions, and acquittals.
But Amnesty International knows of many
cases in which complaints of torture have
been made, very often by defendants 1in
court during their trials, where no
investigation of any kind appears to have

taken place. Ammesty International
continues to receive allegations of
torture and believes that all the

information in its possession indicates
that torture is still being carried out as
a routine practice in most police stations
in Turkey and that ill-treatment of
prisoners 15 carried out routinely 1in
military prisons. It i1s worth mnoting in
this respect that the Jehovah's Witnesses
who were detained in Ankara in Jume and
July of 1984 are alleged to have beern
tortured and that in October and November
of 1984 the Turkish press itself carried
reports concerning the alleged torture of
customs officials held in connection with
alleged smuggling activities at Kapikule

on the border with Bulgaria. These
allegations were first made by the
minister of finance ard customs, Vural

Arikan, who was subsequently dismissed.
They were reiterated by the defendants
themselves at their trial in February
1385. These indications that mnot only
political prisoners are subjected to
torture are supported by other information
given to Amnesty International over the
years about the torture of CoOmmor
criminals during interrogation.

Executions, which had not taken place
in Turkey since 1972, were resumed within
one month of the military coup and to date
fifty people have been executed,
twenty-seven in connection with
politically motivated killings. More than
four hundred prisoners are under sentence
of death and in approximately sinty cases
legal proceedings have been concluded and

the Id-a?h seritences are amaiting
ratification by the Turkish parliament.

Amnesty International opposes the use of
the death penalty without reservation in
all cases as a violation of the right to
life and the right not to be subjected to
cruel, imhuman, and degrading punisheent
and has pointed out to the Turkish
authorities many times that Turkey is the
only member of the Council of Europe to
have carried out executions in recent
years, the trend in Western Eurcpe being
toward total abolition of the death
penalty.
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