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EDITORIAL

This being the second year a Tri-regional
semtinar has taken place, a still voung effort to
succeed in its ultimate goals has taken itself one
step further, Participants from  (he first  Tri-
regional have had the opportunity 1o utilize their
learnings and this year's new ungers have Been
trusted  with  new  responsibilities along  with
inevitable expeclations,

Certain - questions  have risen s e v
everylhing acquired and all the imapiration ciren-
lating Tor the two weeks can be pul inta practical
use immediately in our organization. Perhaps, as
this leadership serninar is improved cach vear, g
very specific groundwork will he laid oul az (o
how each participant should putl his or her know-
ledge into this practical use,

Several  things  became extremely  evident
during the second Tri-regional, The mast apparent
factor was the importance of each individual
person’s potential in the organization. [t wis
almost sad 10 realize how much further our cause
would be if each AYF member was 100% devored
and had a very definite priority that deminated 2
else. What we had al the seminar wis 4 strong
collective effart and the will, What seemed o be
lacking when some of us gl back was the
necessary  seriousness  with  which  some  other
ungers were willing to work, There should never
be such a letdown even if it was 1o a small degree,
Pethaps it was a little disturbing and dis-
couraging to realize'- with all the facts given - that
if each and every Armenian cared about aur cause,
we would be ahead in our pursuit by unbelievable
leaps,

The only ather thing really evident ang
perhaps reinforged by a passive atlitude prevailing
in some  ungers s the absolute  necessity  of
leadership in our organization, Such seminars are
the start of a long road ahead, A road whose
ohstacles seem to increase each year with its major
hindrance being fime: time thal seems to lake it
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toll on more and more Armenians who grow
further away from their national heritage and our
cause,

My purpose now is ol 1o offer solutions 1o
the hazardous prablems of assimilation, apathy or
lack of leadership; bur to point oul some of the
issues future seminars should address even more
closely, For now, each participant must find his or
her own way to put  all that was acquired into
sime form of practical usage in the organization
and entertain the thought of future possibilities 1d
improve forthecoming Tri-regionals,

TALIN GUREGHIAN
Western USA
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THE
UNITED
NATIONS

The United Nations §s 1he major organization
which deals wilh international problems and acts
as a forum for the nations of the world,

The LN, Charter was drawn by the represen-
tatives of ity countries al the United SNations
Conference, which met al San Francisco {rom April
2% to June 26, 1945, They deliberated on proposals
worked ouwt by the representarives of China, the
Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, and the United
States. The LLN, offfcially came into existence on
October 24, 1945 when signed by fifty-one nations.

The Charter established six linancial organiza-
lions of the U.N.: The General Assembly, Security
Couneil, Fconomic  and  Social  Council,
Trusteeship Council, International Court of JTustice,
and the Secretarial.

The General Assembly is the main deliberative
argan. [t is composed of representatives of all
member  states, each of which has one vole.
Decisions on imporianl guestions such as recom-
mendations on peace and security | acdinission of
new members and budgetary matters, require a
two-thirds majority. Decisions on other guestions
are reached by a simple majority, An agenda is
prepared and each of Lhe items are debated cither
in committee or in the General Assembly itself.

The U.N. Convention on the prevention and
punishment  of genocide  brought  forth  a
resoflution which was adopted on December 9,
1943 by the United Mations General Assembly. This
was ratified by Turkey on July 31, 1950,

Considering the work being done by different
arms of the A.R.F. 1o bring the Armenian case to
the public’s eye, notably the AN.C.A., perhaps
the nexl step may be a resolution on the floor af
the General Assembly, This would bring not only
the public’s atlention, but would notify  the

cgovernments of the world that a solution is
necessary 10 the Armenian Question.

TOROS DIMITIAN

Canada
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All the World’s a Cage

The Armenian Youth

in the U.S.

DIKG SHEKHERDEMIAN
Western USA

How and when did the Armeniang settle in the
United States? Armenians have lived in the U.S. as
carly as the 600's, In the I890's 70,000 Armen-
ians immigrated to the U5, due to the sanguinary
massacres organized by Soltan Abdul Hamid,
Immigration 1o the U.S. occurred hecause of antici-
pation of labor opportunities, Although intentions
of staying in America were little, loilsome circumy
stances in the homeland granted the Armenians no
other alternative.

Between  the years 1920-1922, deportation
from Cilicia led 30,000 Armenians to the U.S.
L260-1980, 35,000  Armenians  emigrated  from
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and Jordan. In
present day, approximately 600,000 Armenians live

in the U5, :




How can one interpret the affect of **American
thinking™ on  Armenian youth? One needs 1o
contemplate  wo o major prevailing American

concepls - [reedom, and  the  ideology  of

Capitalisn,

Freedom and Independence? Are they not
ideals in which we vehemently believe? Yes, of
course they are. But bear in mind that these arc
couivocal words, That is, they have many inter-
pretations, The American Phrase, “this is ‘a free
country'’ compels the Armenian vouth o become
more  susceplible  to the  aceentuation  of
“independence™  and in making  haphazard
decisions,  In many cases  this  independence
conducts  the youth away from an  Armenian
environment  due e dominating  American
infTuence. | feel, the more an idea is stressed, the
more ong 35 apt o “understand’ oand  accept it
[ndependence may mislead the Armenian vouth
towards acceptance of {extreme as they may seem)
purtk rock movements or idolization of *Prince®’
which conlfiscates coergy, time, and mind away
Irom measures of preserving the Armenian identity
cullure, and cause,

Another significant, predominating American
idea iz the ideology of Capitalism, an economic
system characterized by private ownership which
utilizes laborers for the gain of an elite. Capitalism,
in this nation, is being consumed and digested by
all. Therefore, we must be on the alert.

A person who detects weaknesses in others
and does not attempt to understand or assist, is
himsell weak. 1L is quite a pity then, for the many
who criticize the Armenian Youth of assimila-
tion, and assume no effort to aid. The Armenian
Youth Federation is essential in preventing assimi-
lation . The A.Y.F. Manifesto states “We believe
that the AY . F. should be one of the main forces
in the political and cultural activities of its people. ..
It is our feeling that in order to achieve our sup-
reme goal of a free, independent, and united Ar-
menid, we as a political movement should be pre-
pared 1o initiate any and all steps necessary to
achieve this goal.'

The Manifesto points out two vital ideas - af
being a main force in cultural activities, and
initiating any and all steps necessary. Not only
should the AY.F. emphasize politics but also
Armenian culture, Assimilation is-encountered due
o the fact thar we live in the diaspora,

The Armenian vouth, furthermore, encounters
a psychological problem, the praoblem of a dual

AL LenMLYILY MILYILE 1085

personality. The youth 35 being palled by two
strings, each pulling towards opposite poles, One
side 1% being hauled by Americans who require the
vouth to conduct themselves as Americans in order
ter “melt i)™ The other, by parents and relatives
whe pressure the vouth fo conduct themselves as
ATEnians,

A significamt rale of the AY.F. and you
should be to complement this second current in
order to fortify the beliefs planted within the
Armenian youth by their families and schools, The
paths are many, The imporlant step is o take the
initizstive.
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Revolutionary Culiure

B LD LIy dILULLE 15D

Today, when Armeniandiasporan communities
around the world are trying desperately to unite
under one organizalional banner, the dire need for
some sort of revolotionary culture comes to the
fare. The Tact that we live in intellectually and
politically dormant communities makes the task of
crealing a veritable revolutionary culture all the
maore difficult, if not impossible. A culture, which
shiould theoretically reflect the *‘masses™ and feed
from them -- a progess which would penerate
political and intellectual ferment. One cannot grow
and perpetuate without the other.

Theory and the practice of pulting to work
thoughts, plans and ideals, have never come 1o
terms with each other, The existence of a revolutio-
nary culture is an ideal, if we take the term in its
varthodox®™  definition.  Dr.  Vahe Oshagan
emphasized that a revolutionary culture must be a
permanent and lotal culture, living by its own
absolutes. A real revolutionary culiure, a la Sarlre,
means a culture which has the ability to create a
Yreal' revalution, in its strict sense.

A revolutionary culture, as diclated by the
factors which shape and delermine our reality in
the diasora, means thal cubture which has the
power Lo “revolutionize’ the populus, predomi-
nantly the youth, ie., a culture which incites
intellectual activity, and so on, By lhis definition
as well, the revolutionary culture must be a total
culture, which has the power to reach and touch
the masses with its ideofopy, which further entails
that it be a permanent culture -- permanent in the
sense that it will begin a chain, much like a
thought process, giving birth to new movements, new
ways of thinking, and a more thorough, less
muddled ideology.

In light of our present “‘reality’, such a
perfectly Formed total entity may be just too much
to ask for. And it has been., At least when
superficially  viewing some of the diasporan
Armenian literary movements, we can See that
such a total revolutionary culture could not have
‘heen created. A movement like “‘Menk'' (Paris,
193075} was very dynamic -- so dynamic that it was
doomed to splinter in a very short lime. MENK
brought together intellectuals from the extreme
right and left of the political spectrum, This Fact

(that individual members did not create a united
palitical front) did oot aid in the movement’s down
spiral so much as its catering only 10 a certain

clite.

“I believe that a radical negation of
the existing culture is the only possible
option for young militants — a negation
which will aften take the form of violent

cosmfestation.”’

JEAN-PAUL SARTRE
New Left Review, No. 58 (196%)

In contrast, one major Soviel Armenians literary
figure was able to defy this clitist (rend, building up
mass support ironically in both Spviet Armenia and
in the diaspora, speaking to all Armenians with a
simple, poctic yet profound language. This effect
on a generation of Armenian writers hoth w/in
Soviet Armenia and in the diaspora, 1% immeasuf-
able, His efforts were not stifled by his own
dvnamism or an *‘elitiam.” He did bring on the
revolution — a revolution of words, thoughts and
ideas, Hiz name was Barouyr Sevak,

And the legacy of revolutionary words con-
tinues—ironically,  predominantly  in Soviet

(cont, on p. 15)
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It is Not One Way
Or The Other

about the Armen
Mational Commitice wys stheduled as gne of

Berj Karapeiian's leclure

fiest educationals ta be given at the Tri-regio
seminar  thiy Even though some of

participants had previously heard
were well acquainted with (he Lapic,
{particularly ungers from
Canada) had nof heard aboul an ANC prior
this occasion. The ANC and
introduced during thig lecture, hut the remain

vear,

izn
the
nal
the

his speech and
some ofhers
the Eastern region angd

Lo

s activities wepe

ing

topics of the seminar were notl direcled particular]y

towards integraring

the ANC and its accomplish-

Ments as 4 major part of our striugele loday, ANC
“type’™ activities, {as they were reparded by some)
WOTEe an option, an issue that some were for and

many against. A debale took place centering

an

whether we should concenirate on becoming more

invalved in
whether or not doing so would somehow imere,
the process of assimilation for us. As u resul

the American political svstemn and

A5E
of

all this, many meople adopted the false notion that
there are (wo Yery separate ways of pursuing our

cause {in wvery simple terms - politically or
revelutionary means) ang they sided with one
the olher, Those not familiar enough with
ANC - or simply net Pragmatic enough - pr
laimed that we will reach our goals “only by fo
and revolutionary activity, ™
My objective here is Ik SEUCES, A% adamantly

possible, the reality that does not permit us
dismiss any options in Pursuing our cause o
the absoluie necessity 1o fully erasp the fact t
we need (o balance our alternatives:  ang
importance of nat getting caught up in our o
aclions as o limit our Flexibility.

< Coneentrating on three main areas fo
purpase-our dnvolvement in (he United
political  svstem, revolutiongry activity and

by
or
the
oc-
ree

45
Li
a4y,
hat
the
Wl

my

States

the

third being our vrganization’s stand towards Soviet

Armenia-  there are several  options

regard

12

i

positions  we  should take, Limiling mysell 1o
viewpoinls expressed in the ARF and ConCETning
only with politics in this tountry (US), the options
are hardly black and white.

There iz the firs wroup of people (hy Haroup
of peaple'* mMeaning positions taken) who believe in
A strong stand against Sovier Armenia (the regime};
wha are also for heavy involverment in the LI
political system. Then lhere is a second Eroup
tperhaps  the majority  viewpoint g this fime)
which holds a mild stang against Soviel Armenia;
which is for aur involvemen: in US palitics; which
is also pro-revolutionary activity. OFf coursa further
o the spectrum there are those who are against
our involvemen| whatsoever in 18 politics and, as
weomove further from views expressed in 11T
vreanizalion, we get closer 10 g Pro-Soviet
Armenia stand and so 01,

Those who are against oy invalvemen! in the
US government proclaim that as long as there are
two superpowers in conflict, {Presuming this will
always be the case) there is only one thing which is
certain and that is their i'nrcres:ls Tegarding (he
other, Here comes Turkey's significance as an
ally, Thus, we will never be able to waork through
the US system and we will o on wasting our
already limiled rescurces. Others supporting the
same stand give the argument of ideology, The
United States is an imperialistic, capitalistic nittion
and our organization which is found on socialis
principles cannot hold its integrity “converting™
when need be. This latter artitnde may be a noble
one indeed, bt considering practicability and our
need to deal with other BOvernments, it s ap
attitude that only restricts LS.

These positions have their options. Basically,
We can resort (o revolutionary activity alane or we
can hold an anpti-Us Position  perhaps  withouor
having anything  in  conflict  with the  Sovie
Armenian regime. Opinions vary,

The arpuments For working  within
political system  mee many. Those who proclaim
that the US is a democratic nation believing in
human rights and tha is why they will help us are
probably as unsubstantial as (hose wha think we
tannot work within US polities because we are
based on  socialist ideologies, However, many
belicve thar 1y vi. USSR™ iz a natural situation,
the way of the world, and siing with the s will
eventually help ug get our lands back. This last

the s



position, though predominating, may also be a
rather defeatist attitude, It often reinforces the
belief that the situations necessary for our goals (o
prevail are outl of our hands at the present time.
Thus, we have o adopt a strategy dealing with
that Fact.

Ferhaps we are getting too caughl up in
expectations and downfalls and forgetting that we
might have to wait for an “evolutionary’ change,
One thing for certain is that eventually-in the very
end, we will get our demands by political means.
Going along with the premise that the status of the
world must change for us to be able to realize our
poals, we must go with a strategy nevertheless.
Terrorism and military means are tacltical ways.
We cannot make them our strategic angle alone.,
We utilize revolutionary activity as a tactic to
change the status gquo. Buot, in the process,
palitical progress 15 a must-it will be our  strategy
for the long run.

When we use revolutionary aclivity in our
pursuit, there is a lot of pressure pul on us and we
have to be able to counter that pressure through
political means.

I has been said thal when the Ume comes, we
musl be politically aware and, most of all, sce the
apportunities when presented to us. Lately, when
we speak of ANC “type' activities, there iz the
lendency to limit ourselves lo the resolutions in
Congress, We must never lose sight that the goals
of the ANC are not these resolutions but “‘to make
American policy makers aware of the political
relevancy of the Armenian case and to politicize
the Armenian people (o become more vocal and
assertive in the pursnit of their rights.” As to the
resolutions, they are the vehicles the ANC has
adopted now, and we must not be disillusioned
thinking about results in the Forseeable furure,
There are those who suggest that the ANC should
work more at a local level., This is an option and a
matter of changing vehicles, For those who seek
immediate benefits because of all the resources we
have devoted to ANC activities, for now, the
defensive reaction we have been petting  from
Turkey over the resolutions is progress enough,

In other countries, the issues and conditions
care considerably different. When we look at the
three concerns, (our involvement in US politics,
revalutionary activity and a stand  towards Soviet
Armenia) only one is really constant everywhere
and that is revolutionary activity, This conslitules

ARLIMETIL Y Y BILLILE 10RS

its popularity, Also, the fact that when two things
seem to contradicl al times (revolutionary means
va, cpolitical means), 01 5 casier to take sides
instead of grasping the broader picture of political
realities. ;

Then we look at the immediate and long term
effects of our options, none of them give us a very
clear picture of what their long range henefits are,
Our involvement i US politics may not be
particularly encouraging at the moment and our
stand towards Soviet Armenia is just as vague in
lerms of result. Thus, revolulionary activity is the
only option that gets us a “folfilling™ reaction in
the immediate lulure-even if it is basically propa-
ganda. S0 we have ardent proclaimers that it is the
oy way,

[ do nod think anvone believes that the United
States will help us if it is not for self-interest, The
fact that the ANC is working as the political arm of
the ARF and a controversy exists even in the
names  (Urevolutionary™™), s evidence that  we
ourselves are wsing the US political syvstem. We
cannot afford to be trapped by ‘our own ideals and
limit our angles, We are also not overly optimistic
about our ability to work within the US system;
within the povernment manipulations; within the
political “circumstances’ and considerations that
often undermine our cause entirely,

We must give ourselves all the flexibility (o
ulilize our options to our benefits. When we see
that ocur involvement in US polilics is not getting
us anywhere {to put it in simple terms), and we see
it is taking up too much of our resources, we

(cont. on p. 14)
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VIKEN BERRERIAN
Western LS A
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should have (he OPHON (0 increase revolutionary
activity 1o “'stip" things up. Perhaps, to have (ha
oplion, we muys always keep our involvement in
the LS political SYSLET Al a safe minimuom g0 that
we will have a political base to wark with, Then,
for example, it we see thal there is mare potential
in Increasing our mvolvement iy US palitics and
clm:rtasing or haiting revolutionary Activitv-we shall
have Lha allernative thar sUits our cause hest,
Thus, we canna alford to he Pro or con
revolutionary  means ar pro or con the AN
activities, Many People talk  aboy losing  the
mystigue!t  qpe revolutionary  aspect of our
organization by subtnerging  inta US  polities,
Others  are certain it owip instigate  furthey
assimilarion, Yet, ideology hay te include a megns
and a practical Wa¥ 1O pursne irs Boals or else i
becomes g dream. OF courge OUr organizarions
must only improve efforts to educate Armienians
and as much as possible prevent assimilation, Byy,
as long as ayr goals are absolulely definite and we
are 100%™ convineed of them, our Means (o atrain
them can never |or us lose sight of them, It is a

ment due only 10 conviction  wil| enable uws o
accept the fact that we Ay not see any results in
the foresecable futyre and go on with the utmaos;
devotion,

It is perfectly normal and absolutely DECessary
1o wonder how we wijl ever get our lands from
Turkey or ponder upon how we think we will hali
Turkish efforts 1o Prevent our pursuit, [ g
difficult for these dilemmas to ¢reae and narture
the completely  dedicare PETsOn, A person whi
must learn to. deal with the situation our cause is
facing, However, reality mus never slow dawn WJiTy
Struggle even f Bives us a dim view of progress
because in the eng there is no one by us we can
really rely on,

(Mote: Whey speaking about Yaplicns, it s
important 1o realize that we gre not limiled to thoge
alternatives discussed and orher viewpoints exist
which  might  teng e contradict  even the
Vaccepted” ways of our Organization’s direction
today. )

TALIMN Gl..'RI-'-ZGHI:\N
Western 1LISA
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...On The Topic

Of Assimilation

When two Armentans meet the first words
they say ta each other is “Where were you born?"
Why iy it that when we meet we do not  realize
thal we are atll Armenians, victims of a genocide,
guests in foreign fands, and barred from our own.
Take myself for example, I am nineleen years old,
['we dwelled in three countries and six houses - not
homes but four-walled  cells. How  many more
countries must | sojourn before 1 live in my
vouniry and my home?

I don’t feel it makes an ounce of a dillerence
where an Armenian’s place of hirth is: It was pol
our choice, However, we can make it different for
our chitdren and future penerations to come, Why
should they be deprived of their rightful lands?
During the seminar [ was talking 1o an unger on
this subject; he told me that his birthplace was
“unfortunately Lebanon.' This came as a shock
e s [ ohad never beard it put this way. It later
dawned on me that the unger’s wish was to say,
“I was born in ARMENIAD" We should respond
like the unger, to Armenians and non-Armenians,
using the adverb Unfortunately when ziving our
birthplace, 1 have seen oo many times Armenians
be prond of their unforiunate birthplace. They kiss
the lebanese flag, praise Tehran, and pledge to
the LLS, flag. The end result is assimilation - an
involutary process, so it seems! If the individual
lets this assimilation process get the better of his
Armenianism, then he must be held totally
responsible,

Being an Armenian is a difficult task in many
aspects. We should use all our strength to survive,
Our langnage is vital for our existence. Our culture
is also essential in oour survival; ergo, we must
preserve it Our land is at present split in (wo, we
should aim (o get il hack in its entirety. The path
leading to assimilation s a Ulopic one, indeed.

. Mol Thank you! | would rather be found dead in

a Turkizh prison.

I have lived in Tehran, Beirut, and Provi-
dence, and have acquired three lifestyles: a
hourgeoisie, one of constant fear, and a life Full of

_ﬂ_l:*l__ll.@ﬂhll..lll.l‘l.p BILYILE LBSS

anger and frustration. | do not need o new SAAR
Turbo, nor a yachl, nor oa mouolii-million  lwenty
raom mansion off the coast of Newpaort,

I want the fand outlined in the ARF,
Dzrakir: A democratic and socialist republic of
Free, Independent, and United Armenia,

ANNET ARAKELIAN
Eastern U5A

(conti. from p, 11}

Armenia, When Gevorg Emin wrote in “*Staman-
toyi  Menakhosoutyoune™ that  he could “nod
breathe, nol live in such a land,” he knew thal he
was declaring war on a regime. He and Vahakn
Tavtian were placed under house arrest—no more
is known, Information fileers through slowly to the
diasporan Armenian communities,

It is dilficult to come to lerms with what a
revodutionary culture is, and what it must be in
order to make a difference. We know we need the
revolution -- today everyvone needs #he revolulion --
but morese important for the Armenians, We
musn’t lock up the ideal of the revolutionary
culture up in the Ivory Tower with our scholars.
Today's ARF  wvouth realizes that he must
Srevolutionize™ his life in order to revolutionize
the ideas of others as well. For us, revolution and
culture are not mutually exclusive entities, but
ideas whose meanings and implications are
inextricably  bound.  The  crealien of  a
revolutionary culture is lefl to this generation. We
must make sure that no ““Fodanch™es die any more
diasporan deaths.

ANI BOYADIIAN
Waestern LISA
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The Key to Nationhood

A people who do their nation merit
are a people whaose hearts are filled with Spirit,

Built upon individually
the force of this Spirit will be revealed collectively.

it is through the...

Strengthening of one’s mind, one's soul
{and his ungers’),

Through the...

Persistence in getting up and doing that One more
that incomprehensible thing; not react, but acl.

Through the...

Inexhaustibility in withstanding internal and
external Forces and conflicts - relentlessly.

BUA LSRG WS LOST

Through the...

Resistance in extinguishing one's weakness, one's
strengths will be fortified perseveringly ,

Through the, ..
Indestructibility in one’s Spirit is the existence of
an unsguelchable flame, Its lery source is a demand
for justice, for freedom, unity and independence
of the Armenian people, of Nationhood.

Through the...
Transmitting of one's Spirit to the heart of all
Armenians, inflaming all with hope and determina-

tion - with Spirit, this is the key to Nationhood,

The Armenian Spiril...

KOHAR PARGHAMIAN
Eastern USA

We believe that when a people or nation is oppress-
ed by an imperialist power which refuses to relinquish
its control peacefully, it is the inviolable right of such
people or nation to use any means necessary, in-
cluding armed revolution, to ensure its liberation...

AYF Manifesto
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