THINGS ARE INWHOSE
NOT PROTOGOLSS
an EALE wwuﬂnn‘gnnnEEQLs.nn;




Contributors: Editors:
Serouj Aprahamian Allen Yekikan
Aida Bagdasaryan Vaché Thomassian
Razmig Haroun
Hovig Kandilian Layout & Design:
Ani Nalbandian Krikor Mugerian

For all Armenian Youth residing in Western America who strive for the national, social and economic liberation of the
Armenian people. Haytoug is distributed free of charge within the community. Financial contributions may be made to
the address below.

The opinions expressed in the Haytoug publication are not soley and necessarily opinions of the Armenian Youth
Federation. Haytoug encourages all Armenian youth to express their thoughts and opinions in this publication.

If you would like to contribute to Haytoug, please submit your articles to contribute@haytoug.org .
You can also submit your material directly onour website at www.haytoug.org/contribute .



=

6]

[o3]

02 MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

03 FROM REBUILDING SHATTERED BUILDINGS TO
REVIVING BROKEN SPIRITS: AYF YOUTH CORPS @1

08 "2U%10a0A°20 B28 AU

12 PHOTO STORYa %

14 22p120°20 g202g2i2026AK0U

16 IN WHOSE INTEREST?: THE POLITICAL ECONOMY
OF ARMENIAN-TURKISH RELATIONS

19 MAKING OUR NEST

20 HEROES OF THE ARTSAKH LIBERATION MOVEMENT

23 FROM THE LAND OF THE RISING SUN

24 BOOK REVIEW: “YES, WE HAVE”

25 UNITED STATES CENSUS 2010



SOME THINGS
ARE NOT FOR SALE

The Armenia-Turkey Protocols present a
critical juncture in our nation’s history.

Through the stroke of a pen, the rights,
dignity and interests of the Armenian people
threaten to be sacrificed on the altar of political
and economic expediency.

U  The countless years of relentless work
put into having the world open up its eyes
to the reality of the Armenian Genocide
risk being undermined through the
creation of a so-called *historic
commission.’

U  The Armenian people’s legal and moral
claims to Ararat, Ani, Kars, Van and the
rest of our historic homeland threaten to
be forfeited through the legitimization of
a border created through Genocide and
aggression.

U  The sacrifice of thousands of our best
men and women in the liberation of
Artsakh threatens to be compromised by
an agreement emphasizing artificial state
boundaries above the right to self-
determination.

The recent qualified ruling handed down by
the Armenian Constitutional Court—while
deciding that the Protocols are constitutional—
held serious judicial reservations. The Court
stated that ratification of the Protocols cannot
contradict Article 11 of Armenia’s Declaration of
Independence [The Republic of Armenia stands
in support of the task of achieving international
recognition of the 1915 Genocide in Ottoman
Turkey and Western Armenia] and that the
Protocols cannot speak on behalf of Artsakh.

The unprecedented international
outpouring of anger and opposition to the
provisions of the Protocols resounded in a loud
and unified “NO!” to the officials in Yerevan. It
reminded the ruling elite in Armenia and
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throughout the world that our perseverance
as a people has never come out of submission
and capitulation. Our triumph over the odds
has not been a result of backdoor deals and
political maneuverings. Rather, our survival
has been due to the resilient determination
to struggle for our basic rights.

The dangerous implications of the
Protocols for our national interests point,
more than ever, to the urgent need to change
the undemocratic, unjust, and inequitable
conditions in our homeland. The lack of
accountability of those in power and the
disillusionment of the general population
must be reversed if we want to see the viable
and prosperous Armenia we all envision in our
hearts. Such a reversal will require us to not
turn away from Armenia, but rather to flock
more firmly towards it.

Just as we struggle against the odds to
maintain our identity and community in the
Diaspora, we must come together collectively—
organized and determined—to overcome the
obstacles that stand before our nation’s future.

The onus is on us to unite and do the work
required to see our struggle through; to ensure
the sanctity of our national and historical
interests and to declare that they are not for
sale, at any cost.

The goals remain to secure the
international recognition of Artsakh’s
statehood, the pursuit of reparations from the
Government of Turkey for the crime of
Genocide, an end of the occupation of Western
Armenia and the establishment of social
justice, human rights and democracy in the
Republic of Armenia.

The movement continues...

www.Stopthe Protocols.com
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French riot police violently disburse Armenian demonstrators
protesting Serzh Sarkisian on his visit to Paris on October 2,
2009. Photo Credit: Jean Ekian.

AYF members lead chants during a community rally in
Glendale that attracted more than 10,000 people on
September 27, before Sarkisian set out on his whirl-
wind tour of the Diaspora. Photo Credit: Allen Yekikan

French riot police violently disburse Armenian For two days, Armenians from across Southern California con-
demonstrators protesting Serzh Sarkisian on his verged at the Montebello Martyrs’ Monument in anticipation of a

visit to Paris on October 2, 2009. Photo Credit: possible visit to the memorial by Sarkisian’s on his trip to Los An-
Jean Ekian. geles. The president never showed. Photo Credit: Allen Yekikan.
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Over12,000 Armenians in Los Angeles surround the Beverly Hours after the protocols were signed in Zurich, the
Hills Hilton on October 4, demanding President Sarkisian streets of Yerevan were overflowing with more than
pull back from talks with Turkey immediately or resign 60,000 angry citizens on October 10. Photo Credit:
from office. Photo Credit: Helena Grigorian. Photolur

Armen Rustamian of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
rallies thousands at Yerevan's Charles Aznavour Square on
October 16, six days after the protocols were signed. The dem-
onstration was organized with 12 other political parties. Photo
Credit: Arsineh Khachikian

Thirty impassioned young Armenians held a 5-day hunger- Catholicos Aram | delivers compelling sermon to thousands

strike across from the Armenian Consulate in Glendale, CA gathered at the the Holy See of Cilicia ahead of Sarkisian’s
in the days leading up to the scheduled signing of the proto- visit, galvanizing Lebanese Armenians’ struggle against the
cols. Photo Credit: Allen Yekikan. protocols.
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IN WHOSE INTEREST?

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF ARMENIAN-TURKISH RELATI(

By Serouj Aprahamian and Allen Yekikan

The Turkey-Armenia Protocols
ushered in an unprecedented wave of
international outcry against the policies of
the Armenian government.

Massive demonstrations took place in
almost every major city of the Diaspora;
60,000 protestors took to the streets in
Yerevan; leading Armenian academics and
Genocide scholars forcefully spoke out
against the Protocols; two former Foreign
Ministers of Armenia came out against the
measure; 14 political parties and dozens
of organizations within Armenia signed a
statement against ratification of the
documents; and the sole opinion poll taken
on the issue showed that 52.4%1] of the
population in Yerevan was against the
signing.

Nevertheless, the Foreign Minister of
Armenia traveled to Zurich on October 10,
2009 and signed the Protocols with his
Turkish counterpart. Today, the Armenian
government vehemently calls on Turkey to
ratify the agreement, after which it
promises to immediately follow suit.

Given the widespread opposition and
detrimental effects the Protocols are
deemed to have on such pan-Armenian
interests as Genocide recognition, legal
claims to the Armenian homeland, and the
liberation of Artsakh, many people have
been left to wonder why Yerevan has
pushed forward with this controversial
policy with such vigor.

Why would the Armenian
government risk going against the will of
the majority of its people and give up so
much in return for mere Turkish promises
of normal relations?

Who Gains, Who Loses

To find answers to this question, it's
essential to look beyond just technical
issues about what the Protocols entail and
the arguments of both its proponents and
opponents. We must look, instead, at the
core interests of those in Armenia who
hold the levers of power. To put it more
simply, in order to understand how policy

is formed, it is important to understand
those who form policy.

By now, it should be common
knowledge that decision-making in
Armenia is controlled by a small circle of
elites, who dominate the country’s political
and economic landscape. Whether we look
at the President’s administration, the
makeup of the National Assembly, or the
heads and support-base of political parties
in the coalition government, we find an
easily distinguishable lineup of oligarchs
that have woven their noose around
Armenia’s institutions and its society.
What's unique about this social class is the
magnitude of power they command, far
surpassing the influence of any other
segment of the general population. These
oligarchs also share a common set of
economic interests, living standards, values,
and norms of behavior. They are, in fact, a
distinct social class with tight links to one
another, who operate on a political plane
detached from the general public.

When looking into the business
interests of this group of people, we find that
a large number of them have made their
wealth by dominating key commodity
imports (e.g. gas, wheat, oil, butter, sugar,
and so on). These business interests of the
oligarchic class reflect the makeup of
Armenia’s skewed economic landscape as
a whole, with imports making up 40% of
GDP, while exports only account for 10%.
Meanwhile, 70% of exports are comprised
of raw materials, minerals, and stones. A
large fraction of this class became rich
through controlling the mining and
exporting of Armenia’s diamonds, copper,
and gold, to name a few. That virtually all
of these individuals have also acquired large
tracts of land and property throughout the
country is no coincidence either, as 40% of
Armenia’s annual growth is accredited to
construction and real-estate. [2]

As such, a considerable level of
power is in the hands of these oligarchs
whose monopoly over key sectors of the
economy has significantly stymied the
country’s economic development.

The liting of the Turkish blockade is
anticipated to further enrich these
dominant figures by allowing them to
directly bring in products over the Turkish
border, rather than the more costly route
currently used through Georgia. In turn,
opening the border is anticipated to provide
new opportunities for those seeking to sell
Armenia’s natural minerals in the
international market. Property values and
foreign investments are also expected to rise
once relations are normalized with Turkey,
placing many of those in Armenia’s
oligarchic class who possess major real-
estate and retail interests in a privileged
position to reap profits.

The majority of Armenians, on the
other hand, who struggle to make ends meet
as farmers, wage laborers, or small
businessmen are not likely to see much of
the gains from opening the border. On the
contrary, agricultural workers and local
producers stand to suffer greatly under the
weight of cheaper imports flooding in from
Turkey, while laborers are likely to witness
declining or stagnating wages under the
pressure of foreign capital. Furthermore,
rampant corruption and tax evasion ensure
that whatever financial gains do accrue at
the top will not be distributed down to the
majority of the population.

The chairman of the Union of
Domestic Manufacturers of Armenia,
Vazgen Safarian, recently explained, “On
the one hand, our consumers [and
importers] will benefit from the cheap
goods, but on the other hand, this will doom
our local producers to having to shut down
or to suspend operations.” Another Yerevan
businessman, who actually imports fabrics
from Turkey, stated “Then, many people
will start importing goods, maybe the prices
will go down. [T]his will hit everyone, [but]

I think my business will suffer.” [3]

Edgar Helgelyan, an expert with the
Mitk Analytical Center, also weighed in on
the issue. “We are seriously concerned that
the opening of the border will considerably
damage the Armenian economy. Imports
from Turkey to Armenia account for about
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$178 million, while exports from Armenia
to Turkey do not surpass $1.8 million,” he
said during a press conference releasing a
report submitted to the Armenian
government on the subject.[4]

In other words, the much-touted
“growth in GDP” or “improvement of the
Armenian economy” that IMF technocrats
and government apologists alike parrot as
the silver bullet behind supporting the
Protocols, is likely to provide a boom for
the oligarchic elite but a bust for nearly
everyone else. This might help to explain
why many average citizens in
Armenia are opposed to the
Protocols on economic, in addition
to national, grounds; they fear
having to bare the economic costs
of the agreement while the elite
reap the benefits.

This reality also helps to
explain why Armenia’s leading class
has lent its unflinching support to
the Protocols, with many being
vocally in favor of the move, both
in parliament and in business
circles.

To give one of many
examples, a leading proponent of
the agreements in Armenia is
Vardan Ayvazyan, the current
head of the National Assembly’s
Standing Committee on
Economic Issues. Throughout his
years in government, Mr.
Ayvazyan has secured various
mining licenses for himself and
his family, including an ironstone
mine in Hrazdan and two mines
for his brother in Syunik and Lori
provinces. It therefore comes as
no surprise that he repeatedly
boasts about the benefits of the
protocols, claiming that,
“Opening of the border can lead
to 4 percent growth of GDP” or
that the Protocols will “ensure a
new economic path for our country.”

For individuals such as Ayvazyan,
who have used Armenia’s legislative
process towards their economic gains,
opening the border provides new
opportunities to capitalize on the
exploitation of Armenia’s natural
resources. [5] The mere fact that the
agreement has advanced this far is itself
a testimony to the backing the
government—many of who themselves
make up the oligarchic class—has
received from Armenia’s wealthy elite.

Indeed, in a recent interview to an
Armenian newspaper, President Serzh
Sargsyan smugly stated, “| have not heard
from any serious businessperson in
Armenia that has doubts of the economic
benefit of opening the border.”

Capitalism Over Nationalism

Significant profits are surely
anticipated to be made in the upper
echelons of Armenian society once the
borders are opened. But at what cost

Armenian farmer and laborer

are Armenia’s oligarchs willing to

pursue their pocket books? Would
they be willing to give in to Turkish

conditions and renounce Armenia’s
national rights for the sake of lifting

the blockade? Unfortunately, for many

of the Armenian elite, national

interests such as Karabakh’s self
determination, justice for the

Armenian Genocide or legal claims to
historic lands do not seem to be as
much of a concern as they are for the
general population.[6]

This was perhaps most famously
demonstrated by the head of the Armenian
Football Federation (AFF), well-known
oligarch Ruben Hairapetyan.[7] Inthe run-
up to the Turkish president’s visit to
Armenia for the much-touted soccer match
between the two nations, Hairapetyan
suddenly removed the image of Ararat
from the AFF’s official logo, sparking a
major outcry within Armenia. Although he
was later forced to reinstate the original
logo with Ararat as the centerpiece, the
inherent disregard for Armenia’s national

rights and dignity was blatantly
exposed by the scandal.

It should be pointed out that
such a dismissive attitude towards
pan-national interests is not a new
phenomenon among the ruling class
in Armenia. We saw similar
sentiments expressed during the
tenure of Armenia’s first president,
Levon Ter-Petrosyan, who was the
chief architect of the system of
autocracy and oligopoly we
presently see in Armenia.[8] It was,
thus, not surprising to see Ter-
Petrosyan’s newly formed
opposition immediately suspend
their protest actions against the
government in September 2008,
when they learned that the Turkish
president would be coming to town
for a soccer match[9] More recently,
despite his earlier bitter
denunciations of the government,
Ter-Petrosyan has praised the
Sargsyan regime’s policy on
Turkish-Armenian relations and has
even expressed his desire to establish
cooperation with the ruling
regime.[10]

Russia’s Backyard

In addition to the economic
incentives and tendency to
compromise national rights, there is an
equally powerful factor to be considered
when examining the ruling elite’s support
for the Protocols: alignment with Russia.
Most of the prominent business and
political elites in Armenia have direct
personal ties to business and political
interests in their former Soviet patron. We
find that they either have major business
ventures in Russia or serve as the
overseers of Russian capital investments
in Armenia. As one member of the ARF
Western US Central Committee recently
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put it, “If Armenia is Russia’s backyard, then
they [oligarchs] are the gardeners.”[11]

Indeed, Russia itself has a controlling
stake in many of Armenia’s most strategic
assets—gas, oil, nuclear power, electricity,
telecommunications, rail, and finance, to name
afew. Itis estimated that Russia has over $2.5
billion of economic interests in the country.
Given Armenia’s vulnerability to any
instability Russia could potentially cause in
these strategically important sectors, no major
decision on the magnitude of the Protocols
could be made without the blessing of the “Big
Uncle.” The ruling elite in Armenia must pay
special heed to the wishes of Moscow if they
want to avoid any unwanted disruptions to
the state and economy. Thus, it was no
accident that President Sargsyan, during a
state visit to Moscow in June 2008, extended
an invitation to his Turkish counterpart to
come to Armenia for the first soccer match.

For its part, Russia has openly expressed
its support for the Protocols, with many
analysts pointing out that it would be the main
beneficiary of potential energy and
transportation projects between Armenia and
Turkey. Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister,
Grigori Karasin, was recently quoted as saying,
“The Russian Inter RAO EES Company, which
has energy facilities in Armenia, is exporting
electricity to Turkey and the Russian Railway
CJSC is ready to ensure uninterrupted rail
communication between the two countries
through the Dogukapy-Akhuryan
checkpoint.”[12] Interestingly enough, two of
the main initial projects expected to develop
following the implementation of the Protocols
are the sale of Armenian electricity to Turkey
and the opening of joint railroad
transportation—both of which are Armenian
industries dominated by Russia.

The Path Forward

Of course, the West is also keen to see
rapprochement between Armenia and
Turkey. The heavy dependence Armenia has
on Western loans and the desire to deflect
attention away from the state’s crackdowns
of March 1 is surely another motivation for
Armenia’s pursuit of the Protocols.

Yet, blame for the Protocols cannot be
laid at the door of foreign pressure (whether
from Russia, Turkey, or the West). As
Armenia’s Foreign Minister himself
explained, “All states except for one or two
supported the process and did not pressure
us. It was Armenia’s initiative. We reached
the agreement jointly with Turkey.”[13]

The responsibility, thus, lies with the
ruling elite in Armenia. These elite hold
the reigns of power in the country and
have obvious motivations for seeing the
Turkish blockade lifted despite its costs.
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In the end, the Protocols and the ensuing
establishment of relations between
Armenia and Turkey are a direct
reflection of the interests of this tiny set
of powerbrokers within Armenia.

The question, then, becomes how can
the people act to prevent the ruling class
from negotiating away Armenian national
rights? The answer to this question lies
partly in the international public
opposition against the Protocols
witnessed in recent months.

The unprecedented wave of mass
demonstrations organized against the
Armenian government pointed to a potential
constraint on government decision-making.
Hence, the public awareness raised against
the Protocols, the delay by Nalbandian during
the signing ceremony in Zurich, and President
Sargsyan’s televised public address hours
before the signing were a direct consequence
of people taking to the streets in Yerevan and
capitals throughout the world.

To date, these demonstrations have
been the most serious disruption to the
Armenian government’s plans for pushing
through the Protocols. Indeed, the constant
secrecy, media control, and deceptive
statements issued by the government
indicate their concern over the Armenian
public’'s negative reaction to their policies.

By putting into question the reality of the
Armenian Genocide through a so-called
historical commission, recognizing the
existing illegitimate border that forfeits legal
claims to the Armenian homeland, and
compromising Armenia’s ability to defend the
freedom of Artsakh, the Protocols pose a grave
threat to the Armenian Cause—a cause
considered to be paramount in the hearts and
minds of Armenians around the world.

However, protests and negative opinion
alone are likely not to be enough to stop the
regime from ratifying the agreements. Public
opposition must be translated into serious
organization and concerted action in order
to raise the costs high enough to be heeded
by the administration in Yerevan. The
system of centralized, elite power in Armenia
must be checked by a vigilant and organized
populace in order to restrain the wreckage
of the self-interested schemes of the
oligarchic elite.

The Diaspora has a special role to play
in this battle. Through its relative freedom
and more abundant resources, it has an
important obligation to stand in support of
those in Armenia who are genuinely
struggling to create a more just and equitable
future in the Homeland. As in the past, only
by coming together collectively and reaching
beyond artificial divisions will the Armenian
people succeed in defending their pan-
national interests.
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MAKING OUR NES

By Aida Bagdasaryan

Each fall the migratory cranes embark on a journey to
warmer grounds due to annual seasonality, to escape the
winter’s bitter arrival. The crane’s migratory behavior is
very much similar to that of the Armenians. When we feel
the first cruel chill of winter, when times grow to be difficult,
we flee. We fly across the Atlantic to a warmer climate, in
hopes of leading a more fruitful life. It is only natural to
seek something better, yet there is one significant difference
between the cranes and the Armenian people...the cranes
eventually fly back to their homes in the spring time, and
we do not.

Most Armenians from the United States who visit
return with a laundry
list of complaints
concerning the poverty
displayed on street
corners, the lack of
modernization in the
underdeveloped
villages of Nagorno-

Karabakh, the

lawlessness of the

people, the unpaved

roads,...etc. All these

negative aspects have

happened to be almost

a nuisance to the

visiting Armenian-

Americans who have

grown accustomed to

the comfortable and

effortless lifestyle, and

find it unbearable to

ever live in a country such as Armenia. It pains me to say
that the land that had fathered our ancestors has become a
foreign land to its faraway youth.

Instead of incessantly listing grievances about all the
features that Armenia lacks, let us learn to accept those
faults as that of our own and develop a way to amend all its
inadequacies. It is the duty of the Armenian-American
youth to acknowledge their responsibility of rebuilding
Armenia and guiding its transformation to a thriving site
of culture, history, prosperity, education, beauty, and fiscal
stability. It is evident that we know that Armenia has its
share of shortcomings, but what we fail to realize is that
with that knowledge comes power. We hold the future of
our country’s fate in our hands. Armenia’s current state is

fairly grave and that is understandable, but we cannot lose
faith in the idea that one day, if every Armenian-American
fulfills their moral obligation, over time it will undergo a
complete metamorphosis.

The city of Yerevan, Armenia’s capitol, has greatly
altered over the years and in moderation has become
somewhat modern and urbanized, but what of the outlying
regions of Yerevan? What of Gymuri? What of Lori? What
of Artsakh? They are also in desperate need of
transformation, so that all of Armenia (every region, every
village) will rise to its feet. To some of us Armenian-
Americans, Armenia is only defined by Mount Ararat, by

the Geghard
monastery, by the
Ejmiatsin Cathedral,
or any other
historical landmark.
Armenia is so much
more than a beautiful
painting hanging
from a wall. It is a
healthcare system
that needs repair, an
economy that needs
guidance, an
education system
that needs
improvement, a
government that
needs direction, and
so much more. We
have many brilliant
Armenian-American
economists, doctors, lawyers, benefactors, and other
substantial leaders that can provide aid to every weak
element of Armenia that is found necessary A prosperous
Armenia is not an unreachable goal or even a beautiful
pipe-dream; we have the power to make it a reality.

Let us live according to the words of the talented and
legendary Armenian poet Hovhannes Shiraz and ask
ourselves the same question that Shiraz addresses to those
who are far from their motherland.

8A3s o|vr yk ‘ag[ovm5 gylacar Jryr5
Myr povr ho.n el /ow /araw ;0.a/5 6
Tar2yk5 yd wacky5 or tar2nynk anma-
:ygovz ha3ryni mi qy.j Jra.ax91
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Arthur Mgrditchyan
(1959-1992)

Very few people can be said to have had as large an impact on the liberation
movement of Artsakh as Arthur Mgrditchyan. He was a model
Tashnaktsagan who internalized his ideological oath and served his people
with integrity and conviction.

Born in the Etilou village of Hatrout on February 16, 1959, Mgrditchyan
was a humble activist and sterling intellectual. He received his PhD in
history from Yerevan State University in 1980 and went on to be appointed
as principle of the Hatrout National Museum.

Mgrditchyan later joined the ARF and became a central figure in the defense

and organization of his native region of Hatrout. He went on to be elected

as the local representative of Hatrout to the newly formed Artsakh National

Assembly. Following the official proclamation of the Artsakh Republic, the
National Assembly voted overwhelmingly for Mgrditchyan to become the first President of the country on
January 8, 1992.

During his term as President, Artsakh faced one of the most difficult periods in the liberation struggle. It was
blockaded on all sides, prices for basic goods were sky high, Stepanakert was being bombed daily, and the
government of Armenia exhibited a neglectful stance toward their struggle. Nevertheless, Mgrditchyan succeeded
in unifying the people and leading Artsakh to various military victories. It was also during his term that the
world’s attention began to focus more intently on the war for survival being waged by Armenians.

On the evening of April 14, 1992—only 97 days into his presidency—Mgrditchyan tragically passed away in
Stepanakert. His central role in the formation of the Republic of Artsakh and his unwavering dedication to its
victorious struggle made him a national hero for Armenians worldwide.

Mher Choulhajian
(1967-1993)

Born in Beirut in 1967, Choulhajian was steeped in ARF community life at a very young

age. During the Lebanese Civil War, he took part in the self-defense of the Armenian
community as a member of the Lebanese Armenian Youth Association (LEM). Serving on

executive and leadership positions, he took on various responsibilities and helped create a
spirit of unity among all of his fellow ungers.

In 1989, Choulhajian earned a Bachelor's degree in science from the American University
in Beirut. His goal was to continue his studies and utilize his talents for the betterment of
his homeland. Soon after joining the ARF in 1990, he went to Armenia to further his
education at Yerevan State University.

However, the struggle of his people in Artsakh kept calling him. As a firm believer in the

ideology of Tebi Yergir, he felt that the first step in the process of rebuilding his homeland

was the liberation of Artsakh. On August 23, 1993, while surveying the recently recaptured
border regions of the Marzili village in Marduni, his vehicle exploded from a land mine.

Choulhajian is one of the many Diasporan volunteers that went to fight in Artsakh. He personified the pan-Armenian ideology
of the ARF which does not recognize the differences created by geography among Armenians. He reconnected the links between
Armenians that had been broken for over 70 years and sacrificed his young life for the just cause of his people.




Ashod “Pegor” Ghoulyan
(1959-1992)

There are some names which, when uttered, conjure up emotions of pride,
patriotism and undying heroism. One of those names is Ashod Ghoulyan.

Born in Baku in 1959, he soon moved to his native village of Khentsrisdan
(Asgerani region). He became involved in the Artsakh struggle from the very
beginning, starting in 1987 with the gathering of signatures and petitions.
By the time the mass protests started, he was already questioning the
effectiveness of demonstrations and contemplating the necessity of armed
struggle.

He joined the ARF in 1990 and went on to become a legendary commander

who took part in most of Artsakh’s major heroic battles: Askeran,

Shahoumian, Lachin, Mardagerd, Grgjan, Arkhavend, and Malibeili to name
a few. It was also the first Artsakh battalion, under Pegor’'s command, which was the first to enter Shoushi on the
morning of May 8, 1992, during the city’s decisive recapturing.

Ghoulyan received his nickname “Pegor” (meaning fragment) due to the fact that he was wounded 11 times, with
the shrapnel of mines, bullets and rockets lodged within his body. On August 24, 1992, he received his final fatal
bullet while fighting to liberate the Trmpon village in Mardagerd.

Pegor is remembered as saying, “Patriotism is nothing else than the wholehearted fulfillment of the responsibilities
which have been put on our shoulders.” It was with this faith that he took on the many responsibilities of his
nation and helped ensure the liberation of Artsakh.

Shahen Megherian
(1952-1993)

He was born in the Gyulistan area of the Shahoumian region in Artsakh on
January 2, 1952. Shahen received his primary education in the region and
continued his studies at Yerevan State University, where he majored in
economics. After graduation, Shahen returned to Gyulistan and became the
Chief Economist of Manufacturing and Production in the Shahoumian region
and later a food provider for his village. He also became the President of
Agricultural and Production Management.

In 1991, Shahen was elected as acting president of the Shahoumian
Committee and took on command of the Mardagerd regiment. He was also a

proud member of the ARF and attended the organization’s 25" General

Assembly.

In the early stages of the liberation struggle, Megherian and his band of
guerilla fighters would penetrate enemy lines, carrying out irregular warfare in an attempt to liberate Armenian
lands from Azeri occupation. Two weeks before his death, Megherian’s home village, Gyulistan, was liberated as a
first step towards the liberation of the Shahoumian region.

On April 17, 1993, under the fire of Azerbaijani air attacks, Shahen Megherian was killed.

Megherian embodied the spirit of the Armenian volunteer organizer, the skilled soldier and fearless leader.




Tatoul Grbeyan
(1965-1991)

Tatoul Grbeyan was a popular local school teacher in the village of Kedashen
who emerged as one of the early heroic martyrs of the Artsakh liberation
struggle.

With his stated determination to “stay and defend the homeland and its people
forever,” Grbeyan served as an inspiration to those around him. He would always
be seen with a natural smile on his face—full of hope, faith, and an iron will.

By 1988, he was already an active member of the Miastum (Unification)
Movement and was fully devoted to seeing his homeland liberated from
foreign oppression. In 1990, he joined the ranks of the ARF and took part in
the self-defense battles of Kedashen and Martunashen.

On April 30, 1991, the Soviet government attempted to extinguish the heart
of the Artsakh movement through terror and ethnic cleansing. With the enlistment of the notorious Azeri “black
beret” forces, the Soviet army surrounded Grbeyan’s village of Kedashen and subjected the local population to
violence and forced evacuation. The men were arrested while the village was bombarded by artillery fire.

Although the population was unable to mount an organized resistance, Grbeyan bravely stood against the odds to
defend his home against the military onslaught. He was able to alone capture a Soviet armored car with twelve of
its Russian officers and commander, but ultimately fell victim to the sinister operation.

Grbeyan’s deeds remain one of the bravest episodes in the history of the Artsakh struggle. His sacrifice for his
people will continue to serve as an inspiration for countless generations of Armenians.

Viken Zakarian
(1969-1992)

Born on March 15, 1969 in Beirut, Viken Zakarian was the embodiment of the ARF’s
celebrated angeghdz zinvor (“sincere soldier”). He worked tirelessly for his
community without seeking praise and journeyed to his homeland to take part in
its historic struggle for liberation.

As a youth, Zakarian was a member of the ARF Lebanese Youth Association (LEM),
in which he took on countless responsibilities and leadership positions. During the
Lebanese Civil War, he helped defend the Armenian community and served on the
frontlines during the most critical periods of the war.

After graduating from Melankton and Haig Arslanian College in 1988, he attended

Haigazian University where he studied business administration. But the cry for
freedom in Artsakh was one he could not ignore. On April 17, 1992, he left Lebanon for Armenia and soon crossed
over to Artsakh.

Upon arrival, he joined forces with the ARF battalion and took part in the important battles that liberated Shoushi.
He was martyred on May 8, 1992, while capturing the village of Lisagor. He was only 23 years old.

Zakarian represented the true spirit of a committed Armenian youth. He was determined to be everywhere at once; doing
anything and everything that was needed to see the dream of a free, independent, and united Armenia turn into reality.

He was buried in the Yeraplour Martyrs’ Pantheon in Yerevan.




AYF CHAPTER SPOTLIGHT: PHOENIX "K

FROM THEND OF
THE RISIN

Maintaining your heritage and identity is difficult enough when living outside
of your Homeland. But the smaller the concentration of Armenians and cultural
institutions in your community, the more pronounced this struggle becomes.

For the Armenian youth of Phoenix, Arizona—one of the fastest-growing
Armenian-American communities in the US—the fight to maintain one’s culture
and remain active is an especially challenging one.

“At times it can be a little difficult living in our Armenian community because
it is relatively small,” says Liza Baltajian, the chair of the Phoenix “Kedashen”
AYF. "Everything we do here is done on a much smaller scale when compared to
places like Los Angeles. We struggle constantly to try and get involvement from
our community; but, in the end, it's that struggle which makes our chapter so
strong.”

It was this spirit of determination and persistence upon which the Phoenix
AYF was built from day one.

After a year of organizing youth in the community and pursuing the proper
organizational procedures, the chapter was officially founded in February of 2006.
The founding members decided to name their chapter “Kedashen,” after the region
of Artsakh which heroically stood up in 1991 to defend itself against the combined
attack of Soviet and Azeri forces. The members related to Kedashen’s brave
resistance and its people’s determination to overcome even the most daunting of
obstacles.

“Everybody doubted and said that we would never be able to start an AYF
chapter in Phoenix due to our small numbers,” says Leza Gasparian, part of the
original group which founded the Phoenix Chapter. "But all it took was a dedicated
group of strong and passionate Armenian youth who believed in themselves and
wanted to see an AYF here in our community. Taking the initiative and working
towards that goal with blood, sweat and tears, we managed to prove all the doubters
wrong, and are still here today.”

Since its founding, the chapter has organized countless social gatherings,
educational activities, political actions, and outreach efforts to young Armenians
throughout Arizona. Some of its main activities include an annual April 23
candlelight vigil at the Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza, across the street from the
Phoenix City Hall, as well as an April 24" protest march in downtown. A St. Patrick’s
Day Carnival, game nights for youth at the local community center, and an annual
Summer Luau have also become staple events carried out by the chapter.

Today, the “Kedashen” Chapter is one of the most active and vital parts of the
Armenian community in Phoenix, with over 25 members, 13 alumni, and countless
new novices teaming to join. “We have a good amount of youth here and the chapter is
a very important vehicle for us to stay together,” explains Baltajian. “The AYF helps
the youth connect to their heritage and always remember where they came from.”

As a budding new Armenian-American community, the youth of the AYF in
Phoenix have even higher hopes for the future. “We want our presence to be known
not only to the community here but outside as well,” says Taleen Kanetchdijian,
the former chapter treasurer. “We have our work cut out for us but we’re confident
that the chapter will grow stronger and succeed throughout the years.”
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BOOK REVIEW

Review by Ani Nalbandian

Stepan Partamiag™YesWe Have” is not a single story but a
compilation of various stories about the incredisl@enians who
changedAmerican history through their inventions, discoveries
and talents. Partamian compiled over one hundred stories of
influential Armenian-Americans starting from the fifgtmenian
colonists who settled in Jamestown.

The multi-faceted Partamian is also the founder dhtheenian
Arts Fund, which encourages people to enhance their artistic ability
in various ways. He is perhaps best known as a flamboyant and
controversial daytime talk show host.

When opening to the first page of the book | was stunned to

see a picture of President Obama instead of a picture of the author

or a famougArmenian. Under the picture of @#resident of the
United Sates, Barrack Obama, was a section ofAlpisl 24" Armenian Genocide commemoration
speech. In his speech he states, “The UnitateS ofAmerica is a far richer country because of the
manyAmericans oArmenian descent who have contributed to our societyhis first page set a very
nationalistic and enthusiastic tone to the rest of the book.

“YesWe Have” includes stories of inventors, musicians, actors and actresses, businessmen and womer,
war heroes, politicians, scientists, and authors. | found myself learning about countless amazing
contributions téAmerican society made Bymenian-Americans.

This is an attention grabbing, page-turner that is very successful in keeping thes rebeletion
because it not only includes well knoArmenian-Americansstories, but also the less@rown influential
Armenians such as Luther &mjian who invented th&TM machine.

| would have to say this book was a complete joy to read and | guarantee everyone and anyone who
reads it will be surprised and gratified by the incredible thdmgsenians have contributedAmerica,

| know | was.
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According to the United States Constitution, the
Census must count every person living in the United States
every ten years. What many people don't realize is that
Census numbers are closely tied with funding and political
representation. Funding at the Federal, State and local
levels is usually divided up according to population, and

that means Census numbers. Will your community get its fair
share of funding dollars?

Census Partnership Specialist Anahit Tovmasyan does outreach

to the Armenian community in Southern California on behalf of the
Census. She points out that back in 2000, only one third of the Armenians
living in Unites States had been identified as Armenians by the Census. “An accurate Census count of Armenian-
Americans will ensure that Armenians will have a stronger voice and better political representation to address the
needs of our community. Especially in these hard economic times, we need to make sure that the communities we
work, live, pray and play in have access to their share of resources. The Armenian community is dynamic and plays a
significant role in the United States. Through the collaborative efforts of faith and community based organizations,
schools, and businesses, we can make sure all Armenians are counted.”
When filling out the Census questionnaire, Anahit reminds us that people can check more than one
box in the category for race. “Many Armenians will check the box for ‘white’ and also check the box for

‘other’ and write in ‘Armenian.” The best thing

you can do is to fill out the form and mail it

back without waiting for someone to come to

your door. That saves the taxpayers money,
and ensures that your community will be

counted.”

The Census does not share personal
information (like your name) with any other
government agency - not with Immigration,
not with the |.R.S, and not with law
enforcement. The Census counts every person
— regardless of age, race ethnicity or legal
residential status. In fact, the Census form
does not ask about a person’s citizenship
status. Census participation is safe, simple,
and important.

The Census is in your hands! Don'’t pass up
this opportunity to help our communities and the
future generations of America.

There are several ways that you can
participate in raising awareness of the 2010
Census in your own community. For more
information please contact Anahit Tovmasyan @
anahit.tovmasyan@-census.gov.
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